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L theojA] ZotE 4 Ut} George Dumézil, Mythe et épopée 1 (Paris: Gallimard,
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20) Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life (New York: Free
Press, 1995), 34-44,

21) Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life, 44.
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24) Eliade, The Sacred and The Profane, 20-29.

23) Mircea Eliade, The Sacred and The Profane: The Nature of Religion (New York:
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Abstract

A Study on Jeongsan's Strategy of

Sacred Center Relocation

Choi, Myunghoon
Department of Religious Studies

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis examined the case of the Taegeukdo(K1%i&) and its center's
relocation from Taein, Jeolla—do, to Gamcheon—dong via Bosu—dong,
Busan, under the leadership of Jeongsan({ 1) Jo Chul-je, the founder
of Jeungsan group following Jeungsan(8ill) Gang Il-sun who was the
leader of a new religious movement in Korea. The main focus lies in
examining how the religious community justified the establishment and
relocation of its sacred centers. Three key characteristics in Jeongsan's
relocation strategy are examined: Firstly, Jeongsan relocated centers
mainly based on his connection with Jeungsan. Jeongsan declared that
although he had never met Jeungsan directly he moved along Dosu(E
20 set as the law of the universe through the Cheonjigongsa(RKii/A%E)
by Jeungsan regarded as the emperor of Heaven, Sangje(7).
Consequently, the thesis examined the spatial aspect of Jeongsan's
relocation, particularly the relationship between Jeungsan and Jeongsan.

Secondly, the establishment of the new center by Jeongsan exhibited a
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notable detachment from any specific historical location, including the
former centers such as Taein Dojang. Despite being displaced by the
Japanese Empire, Jeongsan chose not to return to Taein Dojang even
after liberation. Instead, he established the new center in Busan.
Moreover, he did not deem the former place as important as before.
Thirdly, Jeongsan's religious community underwent division, with one
group opting to relocate center again and another group choosing to
remain at the previous center. Udang(4%) Park Han-kyeong's
Daesoon—jinrihoe(Ki EI2 &), inheriting the lineage of Jeongsan, moved
its center to Seoul, while Taegeukdo continued to remain at Gamcheon
Dojang in Busan, the last center established by Jeongsan.

Of particular importance in justifying Jeongsan's relocation is
the concept of Dosu. As a charismatic figure, Jeongsan played a pivotal
role in connecting to time and place directed by Dosu, acting as a
mediator between Jeungsan and his followers. Jeongsan declared himself
to have the exclusive ability in utilizing Dosu, which allowed him to
relocate the center based on the charisma inherited from Jeungsan. It is
revealed that Dosu enables the justification of a new center's
establishment and the dissolution of the existing center, resulting in
fluctuations in the center's legitimacy over infinite time, which Dosu
sets. Furthermore, the thesis explored the specific grounds on which the
center's relocation was justified. Notably, it is observed that Jeungsan
and Jeongsan were linked across time through Dosu. Jeongsan related
what happened during his time to the events during Jeungsan’s
Cheonjigongsa, identifying his work with that of Jeungsan. This thesis
explained that temporal connecting with the time of Jeungsan enabled
the establishment of a center in any spatial location, independent of
historical ties. Jonathan Z. Smith's discourse on time-related to place

movement effectively underpins this explanation, wherein Dosu
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established a connection between the mythical time of Jeungsan and the
present time of Jeongsan.

Furthermore, the thesis also dealt with the changes after the
death of Jeongsan, a charismatic figure who enabled the relocation. The
division into Taegeukdo and Daesun—jinrihoe showed distinct patterns in
their center relocation. Analyzing cases after the death of Jeongsan, the
thesis presented two types of center relocation based on the way
Jeungsan's charisma was inherited. In order to effectively explain the
two types of center relocation divided after Jeongsan, the two cases
after Jeungsan were analyzed first. The thesis compared Jeongsan's case
with that of Hwaeundang(#ER &) Gang Sun—im who is Jeungsan's sole
daughter and founded another Jeungsan group Jeungsan—beopjonggyo(th
35750, While Jeongsan emphasized the transcendent aspect of
Jeungsan by highlighting Jeongsan’s exclusive ability to utilize Dosu,
Hwaeungdang emphasized the historical aspect of Jeungsan with the
lineage of Jeungsan's biological daughter. This distinct difference led to
a difference in the relocation strategy, as Jeongsan's case allowed
continuous center movement without being tied to the historical
position, while Hwaeundang emphasized the historical specificity related
to Jeongsan and completed the center movement at a specific place.
Moreover, these two types were found to be applicable to the case of
Taegeukdo and Daesun—jinrihoe, which experienced division after
Jeongsan. Taegeukdo remained at the last center set by Jeongsan,
underscoring the historical specificity tied to Jeongsan, whereas
Daesun—jinrihoe relocated its center based on Dosu, emphasizing the
charisma from Jeongsan to Udang.

In conclusion, this thesis aimed to review and examine
theoretical characteristics in religious studies, with a particular focus on

exploring the significance of space and place in religious contexts. First,
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it was confirmed that the concept of time can be related to space in
religion. Jeongsan's relocation case exemplifies not only the relocation of
a religious center to a new place but also the dissolution of the existing
place, including the transformation of a place from a sacred to an
ordinary space at a specific time. It was also discussed that the
justification of a new place can be based on its temporal connection
with mythical time. Additionally, the thesis also explored how the
succession or loss of charism is interconnected with center movement,
observing that the place itself can be a factor for dynamic change
beyond its mere background role.

Furthermore, the thesis revealed the distinctions between
Jeungsan groups from a spatial perspective, shifting attention from
doctrinal  differences in existing studies to relocation strategies.
Especially, this research examined how each group connects the
charisma of its religious leader to the relocation of the places, resulting
in two types of relocations characterized by either historical specificity
or independence from historical locations. This comprehensive analysis
not only explains the division in relocation patterns after Jeongsan's
death but also sheds light on significant differences between Jeungsan

groups revealed when considering space or place.
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