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Abstract

A Study on the Relationship between Information
Disclosure Level and Integrity in Public Organizations

LEE, KEE OH
Master of Public Enterprise Policy

Seoul National University

This study analyzed how much the level of information disclosure
plays a practical role in preventing corruption in line with the
purpose of 1its introduction in 1998 to substantially guarantee the
people’s right to know and national sovereignty, enhance trust in
state affairs.

Statistical analysis was conducted on 160 public organizations,
including central administrative agencies, local governments, education
offices, and public corporations, by collecting data on information
disclosure acceptance rates and original disclosure rates, which
correspond to the percentage of information disclosed by the
organizations 1n response to information disclosure requests for the
six-year period from 2016 to 2021, as well as data on integrity
evaluation ratings from the National Human Rights Commission.

First, the acceptance rate of information disclosure showed a
downward trend, with the highest rate among local governments and
the lowest among public corporations and central administrative
agencies. The rate of original text disclosure was on the rise, with
local governments and public corporations being relatively high, and
central administrative agencies and education offices being low. The
comprehensive integrity rate showed a downward trend, with public

enterprises being relatively high and education offices being relatively
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low by organization type.

External integrity also showed a downward trend, and by
organization type, public corporations were relatively high and local
governments were relatively low. It was found that the internal
integrity did not change much, and there was no clear difference by
organization type.

As a result of the correlation analysis of all public organizations, it
was found that the information disclosure acceptance rate had a
statistically  significant positive correlation with comprehensive
integrity and external integrity, but the original disclosure rate did
not have any significant correlation with dependent variables.
Organizational size, which is a control variable, showed a statistically
significant negative correlation with external integrity, and a positive
correlation with internal integrity. Organizational age was found to
have no significant correlation with dependent variables, and budget
size was found to have a positive correlation with comprehensive
integrity, statistically significant negative correlation, and internal
integrity.

Multiple regression analysis was conducted to find out the
relationship between the level of information disclosure and integrity,
and the acceptance rate of information disclosure had a significant
positive effect on comprehensive integrity and external integrity, but
internal integrity was not significant. External integrity is related to
the information disclosure acceptance rate, an independent variable of
this study, and it seems that institutions that actively disclose
information disclosure claims could have received relatively high
scores In the external integrity survey.

On the other hand, the rate of acceptance of information disclosure

does not significantly affect internal integrity because it focuses on
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organizational culture, personnel, and budget work, which is less
related to the general public’s acceptance of information disclosure
claims.

In addition, the rate of original disclosure did not have a significant
effect on comprehensive integrity, external integrity, and internal
integrity. This 1s because the standard deviation of the rate of
original disclosure 1is large and the decision to disclose original
information is made by each organization at its own discretion, which
may not reflect the integrity of the organization.

The integrity of public organizations has a complex relationship with
many socio—economic variables, so the level of disclosure alone
cannot be used to determine integrity, but this study found that the
level of disclosure positively affects external integrity and
comprehensive integrity. This study 1s meaningful in that it
empirically verified the effect of the information disclosure system,
which plays a major role in resolving information asymmetry, which
was discussed as the main cause of corruption in a study based on
the existing principal-agent theory.

This suggests that the administrative information disclosure system
has a positive effect on improving integrity.

All public organizations in Korea are constantly striving to eradicate
corruption and increase the level of integrity, and as confirmed by
this study, we should not overlook the fact that we can increase the
level of information disclosure and should pay attention to the active
and practical operation of the administrative information disclosure

system.

keywords : information disclosure, integrity, transparency
Student Number : 2022-22910
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