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Abstract

A Study on the Cultural

Regeneration of Idle Space

- Focusing on the Living Culture Center -

Sunmee Kim
Urban and Social Innovation Major
Department of Environmental Planning

Seoul National University

In March of this year, the Ministry of Culture, Sports, and
Tourism announced its 'Local Cultural Policy Promotion Strategy,'
stating that they would prevent regional extinction through the
power of culture. Such expressions have been frequently used in
various policies since 2014, when the domestic urban development
paradigm shifted to urban regeneration, emphasizing aspects such
as 'enhancing awareness through culture,’ 'community restoration
through culture,’ and 'urban regeneration through culture.

In the 1990s, with the establishment of the local autonomy
system, discussions on  bridging the cultural gap in
non-metropolitan areas began. Subsequently, with the enactment
of the 'Basic Law on Culture" and the 'Regional Culture
Promotion Law" in 2014, the paradigm of cultural policy shifted
towards ‘cultural democracy,” which emphasizes more active

citizen participation. In this process, the concept of cultural and
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cultural democracy played a decisive role in the development and
restoration of the community, and the expression emphasizing the
revival of the region through culture became inertial.

As the centralization of the metropolitan areas and the decline
of local regions resulted in abandoned and idle spaces becoming
social issues, the idea of revitalizing these idle spaces through
cultural regeneration emerged as an alternative to address the
problem.

Since 2014, the establishment of Living Culture Centers has
been a representative case of revitalizing these idle spaces, aiming
to enhance accessibility for local residents to participate in
cultural and artistic activities by utilizing existing cultural facilities
and idle spaces. However, even after nine vyears, the Living
Culture Centers projects have not yet produced concrete results.
As a result, there is a need to consider strategies to activate these
projects introduced to revitalize local communities. We need to
consider whether spaces that have lost their original purpose can
regain vitality through the creation of cultural spaces.

This study aims to investigate the impact of utilizing idle
spaces for cultural purposes through Living Culture Centers on
local communities.

Firstly, through theoretical analysis, the study comprehended
the concept of cultural regeneration widely used in cultural
policies and explored the institutional flow related to community
culture and urban regeneration. Subsequently, the operational
status of Living Culture Centers was examined to analyze the
trends and characteristics of cultural regeneration in idle spaces.
Additionally, an in-depth analysis of case studies was conducted

to examine the impact of such cultural revitalization of idle
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spaces on the local community in terms of physical environmental
improvements, opportunities for residents to engage in cultural
activities, and the activation of local communities.

To achieve this, the study conducted a literature review on
Living Culture Centers and carried out case studies on 173 such
centers nationwide. The summarized results of the analysis are as
follows:

Firstly, more than 75% of Living Culture Centers are located in urban
areas, and regardless of the size of the city, they are most prevalent in
non-metropolitan and declining regions. Living Culture Centers have shown
the highest recent growth rate compared to other cultural infrastructure
facilities such as libraries, museums, art galleries, cultural centers, etc., and
they have a significantly higher proportion in non-metropolitan areas
compared to other cultural infrastructure. This is attributed to the fact that
the focus was on quantitative expansion to bridge the cultural gap
between regions.

Secondly, the operational characteristics of Living Culture Centers
showed variations in terms of area and budget, but there were no
significant differences in terms of operating personnel and program
content. Empirical analysis comparing Living Culture Centers with existing
cultural facilities and idle spaces revealed no statistically significant
differences, and there were few cases that incorporated the identity or
characteristics of idle spaces into their programs.

Thirdly, the impact of Living Culture Centers on local communities
varied depending on the target area and the understanding of community
culture, as well as the capabilities of the operating organization. While
Living Culture Centers contributed to strengthening the foundation of
community culture by utilizing old and idle spaces, the content and effects

of these centers varied depending on the region and the organization
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responsible for their operation. Most of the idle spaces did not possess
exceptional historical or cultural value but were simply spaces that had
been left unused for an extended period. There were few distinctive
programs compared to other cultural facilities, and not many programs
were tailored to reflect the local characteristics.

The success of revitalizing idle spaces through cultural regeneration is
quite rare. Merely improving the physical environment does not
automatically lead to activation, but also requires differentiated programs,
voluntary participation of residents, proper administrative support, and
specific definitions of target groups and contents. Moreover, the utilization
of the increasing idle spaces needs to be more diversified. It is essential to
contemplate how to handle the continuously increasing idle spaces in a
positive effect on local communities, rather than relying on the vague
concept of ‘culture’.

This study focuses on Living Culture Centers and examines the
background and issues of idle space cultural regeneration projects,
evaluating their effectiveness. Through literature review and case analysis,
the study derives policy implications for operating Living Culture Centers
and revitalizing idle spaces through cultural projects. The study's policy
implications hold significant value in terms of suggesting alternatives and
strategies for Living Culture Center operations and idle space cultural

regeneration projects.

keywords : Idle Space, Cultural Regeneration, Community, Local
Culture, Living Culture Center
Student Numbper : 2020-28334
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