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ARTICLES

Epistemological Question of the Massacre in the Great Kanto Earthquake:
The Cleavage of ‘Uncomfortable Coexistence’ and the Whereabouts of ‘Two
Internationalizations’ | LEE Kyung-mi

The year 2023 marks the centenary of the Great Kanto Earthquake Massacre. However,

in Japan, the ‘history of concealment’ is still dominated by narratives of ‘reconstruction’
and ‘disaster prevention.’ In South Korea, on the other hand, the ‘massacre’ is repeatedly
talked about as an absolute concern. The gap between ‘what is said’ and ‘what is not said’ is
increasingly widening. It has been 60 years since massacre studies began, and its accumulated
achievements in Japan have been introduced to Korean academia, leading to the discovery of
new topics. Nevertheless, its prospect is not so bright because the ‘viewpoint on the massacre’
has failed to be renewed unlike greater diversification in research topics. In this sense, this
paper addresses the ‘epistemology’ of the massacre problem. In particular, this paper examines
the main issues (the source of the rumor, the character of the victims), with particular
attention to the ‘historical context,’ in order to shed light on the current status of massacre
studies. This attempt is not only significant in its survey of existing research from a perspective
of contested history, but also in its display of potential implications the history of political
thought can have on actual real-world problems.

» Keywords: Kanto Earthquake, Massacre, Rumor, Korea-Japan Talks, Kang Deok-sang

The Significance of Kim Dae-jung’s Open-Door Policy towards Japanese Pop
Culture | NAM Sang-wook

This article examines how the Japanese popular culture and Korea’s related stances of opening
and delay were represented in the discourse of President Kim Dae-jung which represents
the governmentality of the state. This is to understand how ‘culture’ has been rearranged and
functioned in Korea since the 1990s within the realm of national governmentality and in the
context of neoliberalism.

Above all, in the discourse of Kim Dae-jung who became president in the midst of the
IMF economic crisis, Korea’s opening to Japanese popular culture served as a message asking
cultural artists to live as human beings in the market without exception under the global
market economy system. His discourse, which represents Korea’s opening to Japanese popular
culture in terms of strengthening the competitiveness of its own cultural industry, contradicted
the Japanese expectations for a symmetrical relationship through recipient-centered cultural
exchanges, eventually, this contributed to the symmetrical relationship between Korea and
Japan. But, the Kim Dae-jung government delayed the full opening of Japanese pop culture
due to textbook issues, indicating that, even in the 21st century, the state still has the power to
place certain culture outside its market to maintain its governmentality.

Therefore, it is also necessary to critically consider the Kim administration’s intention
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