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It had indeed the highest claims;—not only those of birthplace, property, and home,—it was his
mine, his lottery, his speculation and his hobby horse; his occupation his hope and his futurity.”

Mr. Parkery =7 @rtole] Bratolamr 29 A4 MY AF S BHAA AL vt
£ 2% 24 23 324 299 MEFolA= st

the success of Sanditon as a small, fashionable bathing place was the object, for which he
seemed to live. A very few years ago, and it had been a quiet village of no pretentions; but some
natural advantages in its position and some accidental circumstances having suggested to himself,
and the other principal land holder, the probability of its becoming a profitable speculation, they
had engaged in it, and planned and built, and praised and puffed, and raised it to a something of
young renown—and Mr. Parker could now think of very little besides. (pp.161-2)
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The village contained little more than cottages, but the spirit of the day had been caught... and
‘two or three of the best of them were smartened up with a white curtain and ‘Lodgings to let’—,
and farther on, in the little green court of an old farm house, two females in elegant white were
actually to be seen with their books and camp stools—and in turning the corner of the baker’s

shop, the sound of a harp might be heard through the upper casement. (p.172)
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N 1) Jane Austen, Lady Susan, the Watsons, Sanditon, ed. Margaret Drabble (Harmondsworth, Mid-
dlesex: Penguin Books, 1976), p.163.
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A gentleman and lady travelling from Tonbridge towards that part of Sussex coast which lies
between Hastings and Eastburne, being induced by business to quit the high road, and attempt a

very rough lane, were overturned in toiling up its long ascent half rock, half sand. (p.155)
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Marrying early and having a very numerous family, their movements had long been limited to
one small circle; and they were older in habits than in age.—Excepting two journeys to London
in the year, to receive his dividénds, Mr, Hewood went no farther than his feet or his well-tried
old horse could carry him, and Mrs. Heywood’'s adventurings were only now and then to visit her

. neighbours, in the old coach which had been new when they were married and fresh lined on
their -eldest son’s coming of age ten years ago. (pp. 163-4) ‘ ‘
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...it is bad that he should be fancying himself too sickly for any profession—and sit down at
one and twenty, on the interest of his own little fortune, without any idea of attempting to im-

prove it, or of engaging in any occupation that may be of use to himself or others. (p.177)
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Look at William Heeley’s windows.—Blue shoes, and nankin boots!~Who would have expected
such a sight at a shoemaker’s in old Sanditon!—This is new within the month. There was no blue
shoe when we passed this way a month ago.—Glorious indeed!—Well, I think I have done some-

thing in my day. (p.172)
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Mr Parker was ev1dent1y an amiable, family- man, fond of wife, chlldren, brothers and sxsters-—

' and generally k1nd hearted —-hberal gentlemanhke, easy to please (p. 162) ' T a
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...they can only raise the price of consumable articles, by such an extraordinary demand for

them and such a diffusion of money among us, as must do us more good than harm. (p.180)

a9} Austen® THE F ABolA oldF Al WAE EAGA Hx, 2L A%E
o mol& dWe FIAE Aol AAAE 2 GFE o

Heywood¢} Lady Denhamolr}, zu: "l =7 F4o]H, %A
A%, A9 3¢ FohhA gEth 2dE B4E AdE
3 Eol thyd E57F S Edm gt 2B o Al ¥ E

oAl A& wol A7H el o Be 4FE sTEty A

...they who scatter their money so freely, never think of whether they may hot be domg mis-
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chief of raising the price of things. (p.180)

Arthur Parker&} Lady Denhamo] 4] F83& F7193 Yl &L 22 J3¢e ‘3—-101 R
o, el A3 AL FA FEE =2 42 2dh Austen&- Bg/k]oﬂ‘ll——-rq x]-/n ¢
BE Gl dPAoE wel £ F Gl FHIA Ly A2 RS AW 2




o ~

- 3. e

. -

5

Az Qeh zed 2uE 230 Adetm Q& AAR A4S FA ARGz 9A 9ok
AZe ol Aoz BalA olERA gom, 2L Hehg WF queln, WA nul @
WA o2 Holk AZTAYE sre] stum BAAG

I can assure you sir that it is in fact... as indifferent a double tenement as any in the parish,

and that my shepherd lives at one end, and three old women at the other. (p. 157)
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...they passed close i;)y a moderate-sized house, well fenced and planted, and rich in the garden,
orchard and meadows which are the best embellishments of such a dwelling. (p. 169)

Charlottez} =27 el= Willingdens} 7lo] #Hetdlo] gl 3tz wabied], o]AL of
ol 54422 Willingdens] A7 A5 2:& Ade) Aolehe Eolch. Mr Parkert ol
% & ‘the house of my forefathers—the house where I and all my brothers and sisters were
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Our ancestors, you know always built in a hole. —Here were we, put down in this little con-

‘tracted nook, without air or view. (p.169)

8] 2} 3} Mr. Parker: #Z A 2L AL A o] ‘Trafalgar House’s} E3th. 2A.& ‘the
noblest expanse of ocean between the ‘south foreland and land’s end.” (p.169)8 #A &
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‘It was always a very comfortable house... And such a nice ganden— such an excellent garden.’
(pp. 169-170)
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It supplies us, as before, with all the fruit and vegetables we want; and we have in fact all
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the comfort of an excellent kitchen garden, without the constant eyesore of its formalities; or the
yearly nuisance of its decaying vegetation. (p. 170)

Mrs. Parkers} o}A] oA o] o Boll YFzEo]l Fgictn #ata dde AR &5
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‘My dear, we shall have shade enough on the hill and more than enough in the course of a
very few years;—the growth of my plantations is a general astonishment. In the mean while we
have the canvas awning, which gives us the most complete comfort within doors—and you can
get a parasol at Whitby’s for little Mary at any time. (p.170)

o] yte]l = Mrs. Parker: & E3jo] 9},

‘But you know... one loves to look at an old friend, at ;'31 place where one has been happy.—The
Hilliers did not seem to feel the storms last winter at all.—I remember seeing Mrs. Hillier after
one of those dreadful nights, when we had been literally rocked in our bed, and she did not seem

at all aware of the wind being anything more than common. (p.170)
ojofl o}&}e] Mr. Parker:= o}&-3} 7ol of gfdleh.

‘Yes, yes—that’s likely enough. We have all the grandeur of the storm, with less real danger,
because the wind meeting with nothing to oppose or confine it around our house, 51mply rages

and passes on. (p.170)
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She is the register not only of the quality and character of Regency England but of Jane

Austen’s own attitude in the year of her death.”
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‘She is thoroughly mean. I had not expected anything so bad.—Mr. Parker spoke too mildly of
her.—His judgement is evidently not to be trusted.—His own goodnature misleads him... I can see
no good in her.—Poor Miss Brereton!—And she makes everybody mean about her.—This poor Sir
Edward and his sister, —ho far nature meant them to be respectable I cannot tell,—but they are

obliged to be mean in their servility to her. (p.189)
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2) Alistair M. Duckworth, The Improvement of the Estate—A Study of Jane Austen’s Novel
(Baltimore: The John Hopkins University Press, 1974), p.218.
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The Parkers were no doubt a family of imagination and quick feelings—and while the eldest
brother found vent for his superfluity of sensation as projector, the sisters were perhaps driven to

- dissipate theirs in the invention of odd complaints.
The whole of their mental vivacity was evidently not so employed; part was laid out in a zeal
for being useful. —It should seem that they must either be very busy for the good of others, or

else extremely ill themselves. (p. 198)
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Charlotte having received possesion of her apartment, found amusement enough in standing at
her ample Venetian window, and looking over the miscellaneous foreground of unfinished build-

ings, waving linen, and tops of houses, to the sea, dancing and sparkling in sunshine and fresh-

ness. (p.173)
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Cecil2 o] 4Ao] halo] olals} o] etz 9o},

Perhaps too she was concerned to avoid any topic involving sad or serious feelings: she needed




to keep her spirits up by writing about things that made her laugh. Finally, in her weakness, she
returned instinctively to her basic and original source of inspiration. Sanditon demonstrates once

again that Jane Austen’s was primarily a comic genius.?
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3) David Cecil, A Portrait of Jane Austen (Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1981),
p. 191.




