‘Who' 11 tell me my secret,

The ages have kept? —

I awaited the seer,

While they slumbered and slept; —
— “The Sphinx”
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Crossing a bare common, in snow puddles, at twilight, under a
clouded sky, without having in my thoughts any occurrence of special
good fortune, I have enjoyed a perfect exhilaration. I am glad to the
brink of fear. In the woods too, a man casts off his years, as the
snake his slough, and at what period so ever of life, is always a child.
In the woods, is perpetual youth. Within these plantations of God, a
decorum and sanctity reign, a perennial festival is dressed, and the
guest sees not how he should tire of them in a thousand years. In the
woods, we return to reason and faith. There I feel that nothing can
befall me in life, — no disgrace, no calamity, (leaving me my eyes,)
which nature cannot repair. Standing on the bare ground, — my head
bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space, — all mean
egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eye-ball; I am nothing; I see
all; the currents of the Universal Being circulate through me; I am
part of particle of God. The name of the nearest friend sounds then
foreign and accidental: to be brothers, to be acquaintances, — master

or servant; is then a trifle and a disturbance. I am the lover of
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uncontained and immortal beauty. In the wilderness, I find something
more dear and connate than in streets or villages. In the tranquil
landscape, and especially in the distant line of horizon, man beholds
somewhat as beautiful as his own nature. (“Nature,” 6, italics added)
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This awful Whitman. This post-mortem poet. This poet with the
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private soul leaking out of him all the time. All his privacy leaking out
in a sort of dribble, oozing into the universe.

Walt becomes in his own person the whole world, the whole universe,
the whole eternity of time, as far as his rather sketchy knowledge of
history will carry him, that is. Because to be a thing he had to
know it. In order to assume the identity of a thing he had to
know that thing. (Studies, 174. emphasis mine)
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Then I said, ‘T covet truth;

Beauty is unripe childhood’ s cheat;
Ileave it behind with the games of youth.’
As I spoke, beneath my feet

The ground-pine curled its pretty wreath,
Running over the club-moss burrs;
I'inhaled the violet s breath;
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Again I saw, again I heard,

The rolling river, the morning bird;
Beauty through my senses stole;

I yielded myself to the perfect whole.
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In May, when sea-winds pierced our solitudes,
1 found the fresh Rhodora in the woods,
Spreading its leafless blossoms in a damp nook,
To please the desert and the sluggish brook.

Rhodora! if the sages ask thee why

This charm is wasted on the earth and sky,

Tell them, dear, that if eyes were made for seeing,
Then Beauty is its own excuse for being:
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Why thou wert there, O rival of the rose!

I never thought to ask, I never knew;

But, in my simple ignorance, suppose

The self-same Power that brought me there brought you.
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We lie in the lap of immense intelligence, which makes up receivers of
its truth and organs of its activity. When we discern justice, when we
discern truth, we do nothing of ourselves, but allow a passage to its
beams. If we ask whence this comes, if we seek to pry into the soul
that causes, all philosophy is at fault. Its presence or its absence is all
we can affirm. Every man discriminates between the voluntary acts of
his mind, and his involuntary perceptions, and knows that to his
involuntary perceptions a perfect faith is due. He may err in the
expression of them, but he knows that these things are so, like day
and night, not to be disputed. (“Self-Reliance,” 140)

o] 2ol Bo] AQE A PAE ALEA FIFFA, 2
o AAe| B Gee WS (suppose) BEHY BHE Hel




oloi£el 2ol LEt ‘EXf o Z 8 o 2x 123

o ol AlQle Spirt ok RE RS FohBE =L srlug ‘a
Aol Boold o) Wb Wl 271 BEFES AW Rae @ age )
A ol 4AQ Aol 3 Bake £48E HelZo)

ol 4d e oJ¥A 2/t AF 3 A %
T AA JPAolEA FEAQ dke i, F 2 AN 2E yo|o),

gel 2 ofd) Holge o ArlEe oldel Azl o e

%Ulc ] EHBH obrd dFE s ¥erh 1%% %—Zﬂo}ﬂ rIH-F’r:
A o5

e BE $3 Egol AAE %—iﬁf‘lﬂ‘:}.

These roses under my window make no reference to former roses or to
better ones; they are for what they are; they exist with God to-day.
There is no time to them. There is simply the rose; it is perfect in every
moment of its existence. Before a leaf-bud has burst, its whole life acts;
in the full-blown flower there is no more; in the leafless root there is no

less. Its nature is satisfied, and it satisfies nature, in all moments
alike. (“Self-Reliance,” 141)
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Surely it is especially true of American art, that it is all essentially
moral. Hawthorne, Poe, Longfellow, Emerson, Melville: it is the moral
issue which engages them. They all feel uneasy about the old morality.
Sensuously, passionally, they all attack the old morality. But they
know nothing better, mentally. Therefore they give tight mental
allegiance to a morality which all their passion goes to destroy. Hence
the duplicity which is the fatal flaw in them. (Studies, 180)
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We first share the life by which things exists and afterwards see them
as appearances in nature, and forget that we have shared their cause.
Here is the fountain of action and of thought. Here are the lungs of
that inspiration which giveth man wisdom, and which cannot be
denied without impiety and atheism. ... But man postpones or
remembers; he does not live in the present, but with reverted eye
laments the past, or, heedless of the riches that surround him, stands
on tiptoe to foresee the future. He cannot be happy and strong until he
too lives with nature in the present, above time. (“Self-Reliance,” 140 -
141, italics added)

o] 29 4 doly ‘Qeth ojthd ‘Fate’ A drle&e R
278 Eate] FAFR g AMAEo|Y ARdEC|A, o} O }
A5)x) e A AAEe] BFHF Aolzlm A (358), o] e =&
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3) We hear eagerly every thought and word quoted from an intellectual man. But, in his
presence, our own mind is roused to a activity, and we forget very fast what he says,
much more interested in the new play of our own thought, than in any thought of his.

“Tis the majesty into which we have suddenly mounted, the impersonality, the scorn
of egotisms, the sphere of laws, that engage us. Once we were stepping a little this
way, and a hittle that way; now, we are as men in a balloon, and do not think so much
of the point we have left, or the point we would make, as of the liberty and glory of the '
way. (“Fate,” 356. emphasis mine)




o2l 2ol UEl ‘EAY o XY o BH 127

AR 71994 gMo], ‘fEatE (fluxional) 27 ‘wilstm Ao]A|7)
& (vehicular and transitive) 210} Eijo] g Bises Ao Rold &

Primary Source
Poirier, Richard. ed. Ralph Waldo Emerson (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1990)

Secondary Sources
Cady, Edwin H. and Budd, Louis J. ed. On Emerson: The Best from American
Literature (Durham and London: Duke UP, 1988)
Elliott, Emory et al. ed. Columbia Literary History of the United States (New
York: Columbia UP, 1988)
Lawrence, D.H. Studies in Classic American Literature (Harmondsworth:
Penguin, 1977)
Poirier, Richard. A world Elsewhere: The Place of Style in American Literature
(Madison: The U of Wisconsin P, 1985)
. Poetry & Pragmatism (Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1992)
. The Renewal of Literature: Emersonian Reflections (New York:
Random House, 1987)
Porter, Carolyn. Seeing and Being: The Plight of the Participant Observer in

Emerson, James, Adams, and Faulkner (Middletown: Wesleyan UP,
1981)






