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“Quand I'univers pése tout entier sur mous, il n’y a pas d’autre contrepoids possible que Dieu
lui-méme...Le mal est infini au sens de I'indéterminé: matiére, espace, temps. Sur ce genre d’infini,
seul le véritable infini 'emporte. C'est pourquoi la croix est une balance ot un corps fréle et
léger, mais qui était Dieu, a soulevé le poids du monde entier. ‘Donne-moi un point d’appui et ie
souléverai le monde.” Ce point d’appui est la croix. Il ne peut y en avoir d’autre. Il faut qu’il soit
a P'intersection du monde et de ce qui n'est pas le. monde. La croix est cette intersection.”

Simone Weil—La Pesanteur et la Grace
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Good and evil lived in the same country, came together like old friends. (Brighton Rock)
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A critical method [wrote the reviewer in Ramparts, Vol. I, No. 1, May 1962, p.86] which
limits itself to examination of style, psychology, character, naturalism and the like will overlook
the most central aspect of Greene’s work: man as a metaphysical being.
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The blackberry twigs plucked at him and tried to hold him with small endearments, twisted
small thorns into his clothes with a restraint like a caress, as though they were the fingers of a

harlot in a crowded bar.
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The school and he were joined by a painful reluctant coition, a passionless coition that leaves

everything to regret, nothing to love, everything to hate, but cannot destroy the idea: we are one
body (England Made Me).

He saw a girl in a dirty shift spread out on the packing cases like a fish on a counter (The
Heart of the Matter).

The dangerous desire to confide grew in Father Thomas's mind like the pressure of an orgasm
(A Burnt-Out Case).
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She only regretted the promptitude of the embrace.... He was with her, he was in her, he was
away from her, brushing his hair, whistling a tune (If's a Baitlefield).
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He lay still thinking: “What a dream!” and then heard the stealthy movement of his parents
in the other bed. It was Saturday night. His father panted like a man at the end of a race and
his mother made a horrifying sound of pleasurable pain.
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You could know everything there was in the world and yet if you were ignorant of that one
dirty scramble you knew nothing.
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Phil opened one eye—yellow with sexual effort—and watched apprehensively.
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the frightening weekly exercise of his parents which he watched from his single bed.
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A% 5} o33 (The Power and the Glory)

“Parce que notre liberté est nous-mémes, elle peut nous paraitre a certaines heures inaccessible.
Oui, tout se passe alors comme si un abime étroit mais infranchissable nous séparait d’elle, comme
si nous ne pouvions la joindre.”

Gabriel Marcel—Du Refus a L’invocation
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He was a mystic, too, and what he had experienced was vacancy—a complete certainty in the

existence of a dying, cooling world, of human beings who had evolved for no purpose at all,

SRR z}m 27b AYE e AFGG—Foi e, YAz 9 AAY 2R
F 29x Ad ok FAE ol AAAL ALED EA) AT BAE FALo A

E“Z]E'_ e 2AE A A At A s GA40] gled e EAstm gon], Al
E 27 g e Al AEe =m gled, "‘ZM" 45 A X3}
#<3 Padre Jos¢o] mulg Folgesln 2Hstx gl =9 Fl A AFE

of Hge Hzs dudd. Eoz Aud Az o}ovaﬁ 083} o8 23
EAFFY He doud A gl 9z BRIAAD] Hd JLyeled Ao =
42 WX Avkg s A gol FolthlE delE ¢ Ao YE EAAEY gz b

= shiel AdAe dast qudnh A, wgo] g ARl (4%l A0
F4¢ )R FARE A SIwHT 245 AL A4 Aol 4 A=
S, T23] g ALY A% b, 22 (s gAe o] s @) 2
AAREE, HAE FALAT ozt 0ol g o, Tast %i F2lzl AAE
AL Qe FIFGAEY WA (Tench) 4 9 2 2425 (Fellows).
A5 YolA8 ot 5 482 w2 oo} welg:EA2 welgely ofq]
Geteddn YUMoz spaseld A4 el AAREL 25k BT YE A

I‘Jnfd

JHoE §407 k F2EY WL GE 25 dolth RE AT Zo4 Hglo] )
A% AASF, T4 WO Foldeld HE #AZY Eatelolo] BolBE s} oh)
7 ArtzEg A4 F2 Padre Joséo] E4ql clo] ¢ §4o]t}.

2

ZA&BHE
Z
3

& H&Fe] TAA 18 S7t=2 wulhobd] Azkel dejach. P29 gFo] A

°]




41

A9 £e FAA 2z AT 5L =3 ¥ Padre José, W3, F2E
4e Az Aok ool AL, g EAGm dHF Fzol=, YelFE
zehe] Rel: A, Zold @A Fole i

£o] Rampartsx|] w3717k A% o} dx EF

The man’s dark suit and sloping shoulders reminded Mr. Tench uncorrij’fortably of a coffin, and

death was in his carious mouth already.
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He followed her meekly, tripping in the long peon’s trousers with the happiness wiped off his

face like survivor of a wreck.
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A few men moved in the hammocks—a large unshaven jaw hung over the side like something

left unsold on a butcher’s counter....

(Fo} Artol7t FRAE AolA 9oz QPH—FAF 44 4ASE Fol, B Aol
e o AR Y= Lo Uik

AR A&l oAt AY W fE AF 29 wWA%E AzAm AR A4 @
5 Az wise] dd FAL [dobas A2A19 dfole dF] Ak AHEG
o go| [279) ol glol Soirh e ojml Follol W 4d AL 2e = $IT
24 =7 2 H$E TAY ARS 39 st 48 =6, AJE FARIR
o wAgate] ohizt WAt oln] Ae} AFl A L A= VAL ¥ JE A
& wez 9

AAE A ddete] FEAYE n Wgel SolrtE EF 27 wEUE uE
Jol WA G T AAEL Fan @A A TRl oA Felsk B Aol

In any case, even if he could have gone south and avoided the village, it was only one more
surrender: the years behind him were littered with similar surrenders—the feast days and the fast
days and days of abstinence had been the first to go: then he had ceased to trouble more than
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occasionally about his breviary—and finally he had left it behind altogether at the port in one of
his periodic attempts to escape. Then the altar stone went—too dangerous to carry with him. He
had no business to say Mass without it: he was probably liable to suspenmsion, but penalties of
the ecclesiastical kind began to seem unreal in a state where the only penalty was the civil one
of death. The routine of his life like a dam was cracked and forgetfulness came dribbling in,
wiping out this and that., Five years ago he had given way to despair—the unforgiveable sin—and
he was going back now to the scene of his despair with a curious lightening of the heart. For
he had got over his despair too. He was a bad priest, he knew it: they had a name for his kind
—a whisky priest, but every failure dropped out of sight and mind: somewhere they accumulated
in secret—the rubble of his failures. One day they would choke up, he supposed, altogether the
source of grace. Until then he carried on, with spells of fear, weariness, with a shamefaced

lightness of heart.
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But at the centre of his own faith there always stood the convincing mystery—that we are
made in God's image—God was the parent, but he was also the policeman, the criminal, the
priest, the maniac and judge. Something resembling God’s image dangled from the gibbet or went
into odd attitudes before the bullets in a prison yard or contorted itself like a camel in the
attitude of sex. He would sit in the confessional and hear the complicated dirty ingenuities which
God’s image had thought out: and God’s image shook now, up and down on the mule’s back,
with the yellow teeth sticking out over the lower lip, and God’s image did its despairing act of
rebellion with Maria in the hut among the rats.
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Something resembling God’s image dangled from the gibbet... or contorted itself like a camel

in the attitude of sex,
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God's image shook now, up and down on the mule’s back... and God’s image did its despairing
act of rebellion with Maria among the rats.
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Part III
The Heart of the Matter

Le pécheur est au cceur méme de chrétienté.... Nul n'est aussi compétent que le pécheur en

matiére de chrétienté. Nul, si ce n’est le saint.
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“What an absurd thing it was to expect happiness in a world so full of misery.”

The Heart of the Matter
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He had no sense of responsibility toward the beautiful and the graceful and the intelligent.
They could find their own way. It was the face for which nobody would go out of his way, the
face that would soon be used to rebuffs and indifference that demanded his allegiance. The word
“pity
experienced.

»

is used as loosely as the word “love”, the terrible promiscuous passion which so few
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He watched her through the muslin net. Her face had the yellow ivory tinge of atrabine: her
hair which had once been the colour of bottled honey was dark and stringy with sweat. These
were the times of ugliness when he loved her, when pity reached the intensity of a passion.
It was pity that told him to go, he wouldn’t have woken his worst enemy from sleep—leave

alone Louise.
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He had always been prepared to accept the responsibility for his actions, and he had always
been half aware too, from the time he made his terrible private vow, how far this action might
carry him. Despair is the price one pays for setting oneself an impossible aim. It is, one is told,
the unforgiveable sin, but it is the sin the corrupt or evil man never practices. He always has
hope. He never reaches the freezing point of knowing absolute failure. Only the man of good

will always carries in his heart the capacity for damnation.
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