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abstract

Several Comments on Korean Political Studies: with a Focus on Korea-
related Articles Published in Korean Political Science Review.

Hong-Woo Kim*

This paper is an outgrowth of critical examinations of Korea-related articles published in
Korean Political Science Review from the first issue of 1966 to the present.

The findings are summed up in three points: first, strong tendencies of over-
theorizations and in consequence under-representation of reality in actual studies; second,
lack of communications and of vivid debates among opposite standpoints and across the
diverse disciplines and thus reiterations of similar arguments at a level not quite different
from precedent studies; third, a proposal to break out this permanent lag in Korean political
studies and to revitalize Korean Studies, by working out a new conception of the role of
Academic Associations and of Research Centers not as bureaucratic organs for
redistributing projects and funds, but as living incarnations of the public space for debates

among scholars.
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Major Publication: “Masao Maruyama on the Tokyo Trial, 1946-48: A Critical Review”, presented at the 17th
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