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abstract

Networks of Korean Women’s Organizations: Coalition and Divides

Cho Uhn*

This paper analyzes the networks and divides of women’ s movement (WM)
organizations in Korea, using data collected by survey and in-depth interviews with people
working in those organizations. It purports to answer the question of whether or not
gender can effect political unity among women across class and other political cleavages. A
distinction appears between the so-called ‘conservative’ and ‘progressive’ WM
organizations not only in the internal networks among WM groups but also in external ties
between WM and other social movement (SM) groups. The former have almost no
relationship with labor movement groups while the latter have relationship with labor
movement groups and a lot morewith democratization group. Therefore, each of three
categories of groups — labor movement, democratization movement and New Social
Movement (NSM) — shows a different pattern of ties with WM organizations: in general
WM organizations have fewer tes with labor groups, while a lot more with democratic
movement groups. It is NSM which have the most wide-ranging networks. This would not
necessarily mean that WM and NSM groups work together in closer solidarity across
divides of class and democratization. NSM organizations outnumber labor and democracy
groups and vary widely in their agendas, goals and ideological orientation. Some WM
organizations have close relationships with certain NSM organizations while others have

none, according to their political and class orientations. The paper concludes that gender is
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not sufficient to ensure political unity among women of different classes or of different
positions in the democratization movement and labor movements; however, a ‘politics of
solidarity” based on an appreciation of the intersections of class, gender and democratic

forces is possible and important for working towards gender equality.



