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abstract

The Structure and Dynamics of Environmental Movements

Kim, Ho-Ki*

This article aims to conduct an empirical investigation of the organizations and activities
of environmental movements in Korea. The results of this study are as follows. First, during
relatively short period of time, the environmental movement in Korea has been developed
rapidly after June Movement for Democratization 1987. Second, the main ideology of
environmental movement organizations is ecology, the secondary set of ideology are
environmentalism, thought of nature protection, and deep ecology. Third, although the
environmental movement has contributed to the expansion of grassroots democracy after
June Movement for Democratization, regarding its organizational characteristics it suffers
from the low levels of voluntary participation and financial independence. Forth, the
strategies of environmental movement organisations are direct action, cultural innovation
and development of alternative policies, which aim at ‘politics of influence’ and advance
the democratization of civil society. Fifth, the environmental movement organizations have
promoted various solidarities, for example solidarity between the central organization and
local organizations, solidarity with other social movement organizations but the latter often
results in conflict because of the tension between economic interests and ecological
interests. Finally, considering its ideology, issues, and mobilization methods, the

environmental movement in Korea is regarded as one of the New Social Movements.
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However, it has to be noticed that the local environmental movement still has the

characteristics of Old Social Movements as well.



