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abstract

The Structure and Activities of Social Justice and Welfare Organizations

Lim, Hyun-Chin* and Sukki, Kong**

This study aims to examine the development of new social movement organizations in
Korea today. Organizations of new social movements interested here include civil
organizations for social justise and welfare. The central focus is given to the organizational
characteristics which determine the types of cooperative activities maintained across various
movements, the mechanisms which enforce niches across members, movements, and
external environments. Examining these distinguished characteristics of new social
movements, this study will contribute to our understanding of the continiuty and departure
between new and old social movements.

Social movement organizations in Korea today confront many difficulties in forming and
implementing policies for movement development as the result of economic pressure in
IMF system. The success or failure of new social movement depends on how to overcome
this challenge. In this regard, movement organizations have to solve such important issues

as cooperative activities, radicalization and institutionalization of movements, overlapping
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and democratization of movements.

The importance of cooperative activities interwoven across various movement
organizations must be fully examined given the characteristics of Korean movements which
have both targets to the areas of new and old social movements. Movement organizations
also require to promote the capacity and specialization of mevements in stead of seeking for
a movement hegemony.

Korean path to a compressed risk society needs the rational radicalization of movements.
On the one hand, the movements must build up the negotiation power on making policy
decisions via successful institutionalization of movements. On the other hand, they must
preserve critical positions with the aim for public welfare and justice. Finally, the
democratization of movement organization per se is of the utmost Importance in giving way

to the development of rational movements.



