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NGOAKI Bz A =3 ER A7 3& w50 NGO9 985S A
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abstract

Social and Political Changes in East Asia and Political Empowerment of
New Social Movements

See-Jae Lee*

In East Asian countries such as South Korea, Taiwan and the Philippines,
democratization movements have been o active as to expand political opportunity favorable
for new social movements (NSMs). Democratization movement aligned with the fade-out
of the Cold War, changed the dynamism between the state, civil society and market in this
region. NSMs in the East Asian countries tended to become empowered and
institutionalized at the stage of consolidation of democracy. A NSM can be referred to be
empowered if it could work to transfer the political power and bring about the changes in
rights and duties between the state and the civil society. In terms of institutionalization and
empowerment, the NSMs of the Philippines were most successful, whereas NSMs in South
Korea and Taiwan could be appreciated in empowerment, but they could not succeed in
institutionalization in the political process. NSMs in China remain embryonic, and cannot
be evaluated in term of both empowerment and institutionalization. Japanese NSMs
became institutionalized as manifested in the enactment of the law to support NPO
activities, but they are not empowered to exert political influence. It is also confirmed in this
research that the NSM can be empowered through institutionalization, but

institutionalization does not necessarily guarantee the empowerment of the NSM.
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