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abstract

Theory Transformation and Reconstruction:
A Case Study of Dissertation, ‘Micro-corporatist Class Compromise and
Democratic Stability’

Joohee Lee*

The process of theory formation can be viewed as the process by which concepts are
produced and linked together with proper causation. When a set of established theoretical
formulations seems unsuited to the explanatory tasks, it suggests the need for reconstruction
of the theory itself. There are four common reasons that motivate such a reconstruction:
dissatistaction with the characterization of what needs explaining; dissatisfaction with the
explanatory concepts available for understanding the object of investigation; dissatisfaction
with the methodological options available for linking concepts within explanations;
dissatisfaction with the general substantive theoretical claims. This paper reviews the logic
and practice of theory transformation and reconstruction, based on a case study of
dissertation. This disseration project points to an empirical observation which is
problematic/puzzling within existing theoretical frameworks. Such explanatory failure from
existing frameworks then leads to theory reconstruction or paradigm shift based on

empirically-grounded study of the identified anomaly.
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Industrial Relations”(1998), “Class Structure and Class Consciousness in South Korea”(1997). E-mail:
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