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obAlobAl vSelale £3 HEAHow vFASY] Hew sruEon o
Aol ol § HWA AFL TAZE oprlopA HFAY FjHoR TE
WEFES BEAAFYS FR 2L bAoA MFolNS YFAH a5

dEoz fFat GEL T2 use] e Fao 948 Aoz A8
S5 Aol olE Eel 4 o] EATBTH B =Rol: A TS
o T wolE v AESD, 2RAE ohAlolA o tel 19601 T
A AT 00 Sl e ulg o welsgow A4 v
449 Heom Muagrit A AR e weld] qF |
A, FGA oldlE REsnA Ak £ B =RoAi obxelA uFeln
B AGoR B gEo] MIASN FRE 25UT] YU 9
S8 WAL o/ FHAAT = ol BHAEAE BAFoRA 2
of 2 Ab8l, AN A o2 PEYT
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ofAJobA] m=molRlg wmmALS] o A EA o
HGEE AR A A 400 d EF 539
af Fee] 2 FEYES FAS g ofAobA
AA AFetA g H5ES] din e degs E‘ﬂ
A3l wEste] StungdA & SPAFAEE 2Y
B Ao &) diAom gof ‘AEd Al
sitt= Aot} ofAlobAl 7=l & (Asian- Americans)
olFAG T FLsHA ‘EHA AFWE (model minority) B ‘A EA
W< (successful minority) 22 E#8u= Aol B4 A5 At vl
o 5718 wek de ofAlobA m=ls 2 oldgt gEe] FAd =
WE Ze dEo] dAAQ AEE dri= ApdolthD

R E=a=1
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flo
=
Hl
lo

# 2= 1999W % Addistul shed el o A HYS
D ol ulze] Aol dAipgdoz ofrjolA o|nlythe] Hol & A4 FAFA
2 #HE B Aol A9 HFstE AMd(The US. Commission on Civil Rights,
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o7 GASE 252 19509 tle] A2 AEY &
5 =9 19569 4€¢ 30¢€A =9 FEA] 5 syl A
E(Saturday Evening Post)= S =7 1=l 713 e &=
< As) A degm veptagvs 7AbE 24 #A5dd =
2~ WARANew York Times Magazine)o| = =4 n|=
o Adg Fxste BHE HoFEta AAASE 22 A9
o} 1960d tiell = 19661 12¢€ 2693 f-oll 2~ 77 22(US News)ollA S=A4 v =
e AFst AFvIFor =4 HristE 7|AME 3H oA AH AASA =
2 1 F opXoA Hl=mele AEA fJuoR gAksteE thE 544 A
ae] HAv 1970W ek 80 d ol £ ofAJobAl H =l AF4]
= o] &4 uFE FAR E9Uvh 197149 6¥€ nj=e] gz Al A
AFTEA QL 729 A(Newsweek) A= oA obA] v =91 & (Asian-Americans)-&
AFAoR n=Agld Agek ARl on YR EHAVAE WY wa9a
A= 19820l ofAJobA] m=Rle] P rtAFYGe] nEFT Ry BrhE A
55 AAEEH ofAlobA m =g AT BHA LpUFHoR ke 5EHE
oAl AAsEETE 1985 Al 2% Alo]ld 2 R H(Christian Science Monitor)
A= et agrlEolgts A& ZAMR ofAotA] Hl=AEY] ¥ HE
AT 19869 8¢ 3¥A FEEYEA(New York Times)s= <
T RIS WA oA otAlE 199 21%% e AFSHA st 4
ol A ¥k m=ro] AF IS whx| & AR FLndvty BEsa 9
1986 FAIE B se=dish 2989 11%9 MIT 4348 21%, 28
2 e AgFyolfg ol s 25% Wi L ol4e A Aol ofalotA sHAY
otk Aot} ofAlotAl m=Qle] F¥A Ags Axde Hlm A9 HAF
2 20004 g E WHg FAeg =l odd, 20029 29 27€ A} o229 o]
Fdo](USA Today)v= AMAEYE Sl Ad 20 2k 7= ] 2,RlS 72

O

o

1992: 182 f=z)e] unlFo] B of wlg- Hold FHo=zA] HES AFAAY 2 7 IS
o]t}

2) 1950 ] o|F ofAlolA AFE oE 7IAME F A AEE 9y EaolA
Ag® YR 71Eshd 9Ly 2 “Why no Chinese-American delinquents? May
be it's traditional respects for parents.”(Saturday Evening Post 227:12, April 30, 1955.)
; “Chinatown offers us a lesson.”(Mclntyre, W.A., New York Times Magazine 49,
October 6, 1957.); “Success story of one minority group in U. S.(U.S. News 61:
73-76, December 26, 1966.); “Success story: Outwhiting the whites.”(Newsweek, June
21, 1971.); “Asian Americans: Model minority.”(Newsweek, December 6, 1982);
“Asian-Americans: The Soaring Minority.”(Dillin, J., The Christian Science Monitor,
October, 1985.); “Why Asians are going to the head of the class.”(Butterfield, Fox
New York Times, Educational Supplement: 18, August 3, 1986.); “Asian entrepreneurs
emerge as leaders.”(USA Today, Feburary 27, 2002.)
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dl oprlobAle] AAA Aol w=HAITY o]59 @eptE AV o] 7]kl
w2 opAlobAIZE ek SAME 20 AEH wid H 17%4 Eolyted o
= "= AA SAF FEES] 2wl s gint. ofAlobA]l B|AMS] AT FYLE
33wk 62002 = ) 2~ (16%F 5200 2]) 7 =18 65002 A4S U=
stth, ofAjolAlE Aol o] MEE &dste] Ao A2 H od A
Mz AHE 3AF 7l 25% k0] ofAloklo]l Al Aolet dhtt. ofrolA] €]
Fs Axer] 98 o] & 2 AE el v e FAE Gtk ‘of
AletAle] AA 7he dFET B AFUSE 19 9 #388 Ty 0%
S oF7] Al7]13 A} (Their rising clout and wealth create tension as balance
of power shifts among minorities.). & A &g Tolo] FAH ofro}A m=
Ao AFHEEANAM TEH R AAEH| FA= AR ofX oA Here] e
gt 7S B FEAA fd, AdE Agad, =8 g9 HAE, ¢ wHE 2
i AR ¢FEA Wy ArE E—xﬂé sfdstel= 43 sol walvh 1™
g oArdd AEE A 59 ARE 454
Agoltt ol 1A mael GAE Bol WAT
Zloltt,

ofAjobA m=lES ATAd A
obAl m =]l FARRFE O Al &
H7E7b 3 opAlopAl 1=l e %)

Abolell el e] A& Holx| gi v &
ofAlotA] m=le Ay HES
, wASEaL, M= rtE AR H oolY e wmeort e AL,
Aaff ®aApgh

o2

ki
olf
o T-

U S e

. 45 ofAlotA o[=¢l

ofrjobA m=els AFd wgaoen Wil Hxo dxs 4Yd 9H
<& (William Peterson)o] el A3 ekzadth, 7+ 19664 19 7wE&EYd 2 1A
o “dEA M= AT o]ok7]"(Success story: Japanese American style)#}:=
AFoer Z& Howx ‘BWHA 4L4vlE(model minority)o]ghs £AE A&

Ab&EEAT. dHEZ o] FellM dEA oRlE Tt T % uEHd keE

o
N

‘

fl

+e = E?“OE St g8 F3k4 AdF st ml=mAbs|dAe] AEE dar

dolx 4 TAE dod|E AFHE (problem minority)©] H A ki £

= 1‘3]1 a9 o]yt AL 19 A AIEZ A AEEHo] ¥R
o} Al o}

A AFEEE EA dd AAAZD T
A2E HEHE Qo= o}0k7}9}(5. I. Hayakawa, 1979), A9 (Thomas Sowel,
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1978, 1981) o] =l 53] 49L& <K 1> AANE FAARE s FHaL
dEAt T=A m=de Aed 48E FHde 1&401] A8t A ofAjobA
sk 2] 83 =S

nj=elel AEg stk Aol Q1&g o = 1970 w)= lFFALE
AAA F=¢ AoR AdEAY FT=49 75, +8 WMAdaES ¢4
&e Bl I, o= FAd) Hehe AR wolEelAn

<FE 1> alxzct Zte| JHAIFR! X E (O|ZTHF = 100)
SHQl | 2ol | Zol (ool Sl AZeMA majrol oAl SOl

172 132 112 112 107 107 99 76 62
ALZE: Thomas Sowell(1981: 5)2] AIRE 7 HAIF S,

Vgt e 279l Aold oprlobd H=E mEAS QFHon A
g Auolen Fstes F2 opoble] duAon Be s A%
ol #Ask FAAEIE o] EH AT o)W AL AEE ofAlotA o]l-g it
o MR FoM HATste BAV 2 Jd&Hed P 2y JdFFAAR
oA WG AS5FEe AdF:AT 7 vas <F 2> % <F 3>3 P oY)
A FES AL 2499 19704 AgoAE 48, F, 28As wWE o] A
2 Ao, 19909t o] 3 2R A= ofAobA HAE sl HWER 7o
A 7 N E P& "ol WS L5 B FAutol nld) ddldez =4 1
B Sivhs AMOlTh HlR oleld 4wl obobAl ool WAH ez
Aed Auold 940 EEeld 4ae Aolth

<E 2> 4 o|&e| Ystweg w2 d|ge 2E7t v

s | ) ¢l OLALOFAI (%)
1960 7.7 8.1 3.1 (NA)
1980 16.2 17.1 8.4 (NA)
1990 213 220 1.3 39.9
1999 252 259 154 42.4

21 (NAJ= Not Available(Xt2 813).
ALE: hitp//www.census.gov/statab/freq/00s0249. txt
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<E 3> JtAFel e1E57E djm (1998, 1999 /ehel: =)

H
v A | S0l OLAOL 1 o nmy
CES U /En 2l
1998 39,744 43,376 25911 47,667 28,956
1999 40,816 44,366 27,910 51,205 30,735

21: 7} A =22 Median household income.
AH2: hitp//www.census.gov/hhes/income/income99/99tablea.html

<E 3>olM 2 sk o] opAlobAe FRAAFYL £F S0l 82
A Bk B BE ohyd WP FAAAFYRLE Bk ol ofA
Sl B g U deE g na

A4S 7 A e Aolgn MO] “mﬂ‘:‘r 131‘4 047] A $Ee
Ao AFARH Ze A4 54 2vp dds] dES &
271 vk = 20004 % Bl ALY Zpmol| ofehH s & oA Bjojd ofAfo}
A U]%O](Z olgl 1AO)e] Fu 45%7F aiAlE] s F& META| AT 37
HEeAd EH s ALER H=o] ofaotA o]RlE wAlo] HFH o] il o
obAl AA A+ T 51%7F A E o}, &, Zeil stspolFd AFSaL Ut
(US. Census Bureau, 2002 #=x). Zr3vid dut 7‘4 2 FERATE 2A AF
18] Fatrgol i, ofA oAt JeHol s A7 3MFE HmolAE F
He] HFih5ol 7};{0} F2 FEolgE AMIE 0}’\10}74]4 A7 A g ol w1l =
AAAF9 Ht-g F3letA st=dl 78S Aok vhA] el ofrJobAl HA

=

o BEAAFA) M=o Areh B4 e AL obAeld A¥Pne)
o RESE, obAobA AFe) AFY AGA LIk L& P A ATHA
B4 9% RGeS /FsAel A7) MR A3 FARHAY 38 e
EY¥ 4 QOuE o]F wekals] FME obAobA oW Tl 2 vhepy
of e 2k WEE B0 s
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deokal & ¢ Sl AR

o] A8 RIAEL, oA 4y E oulel o] ofrlolAY] AHFE
HellFE AE2 ooz =2 uS5Fad HaHATedS Faenh 8y
I 259 2208 AFY T2 ARE AMEshE A2 B9 A7t vk st
A HoAg oA g8l s Y3 F2 Alg] 733 xR Edo] ¢l
AR F A E A A5 7 AES AAH AT Hurl 2 5 ] wEel
vl ZEfA opalobAl ml=ele) AFHES AA e A8} AFREGAES oA
obAl m=e] WSFFEY JMAHT AT Al AAJTY FdHY =3, 53
Mol el a31E F3leittE AoA e weka dvk 2yt §bA oY)
A A H ool 3 HL ool AY AFE AAAQA SWA FAsE P
AFsiths AHdolt, FuZ vfY dFddoess AFd AguFor 7HF
Hie fFEQY Agodde =& A5Y Yol AL XA AT
25%) P& AalAdoR F AXNA JIFHE PAsta ool AAAHCRE A
Tt FJuon HrtEnkE Aol ofrlobAlet thEr) A, fEjAlE n e
EE Qe 92 AT F A7 Folse] Mg 2 Adom olFe] Wl
AR Fad & FOrE, Az Yohy UEA(FE)dd HFE EFxFHI)
of gzl BlE)] AUl er & AXAA JFHS dAsta A& 57 v S
t(Feagin, 1984: 149). ¢ felA= AEA Fsiiteg e goteta, Fadg
o ugA &k Frgza Bk ofuer AHX A &E7Hpolitical activists) 2

—

Feagin, 1984: 150)elA4 & < Q& ule} ol
3 sk -5 WAFSEAL itk 204]7] Fubel| FojA= A
ANEE gdtste] U9 PAF stelAs AF, =3, =59 22 4 4s

e AZE AFA A, 71%% Z1ZbEerel 10789 G da 2] i #-s Hﬂxz‘“
o} ool H]EtH ofrlotAle] AX A kY F3] mEE FHo|rh o=
obAl ml=rQle] of2 & w=e] FFALE(the ‘core’ of American society)oll

15-20%7 o] fref Al AR
theksl o Ao A 2H7)E ook

[‘-}i oZi O
E r1o mm

rir
o
L
Z

A
sted AaAolA Fstvke e Falerh, 18U opAlobA ml=dle A
Ao A3 Aon R y|&Ee DR sHy ASdu 2AS wE B9
Ak eIz Aot B =Rl v AR zti= ol e a2
ARG FA 83 A5S AR V€Y sAAE oY A AR E
b3l A5& o] vha AolA Wely gt

B St ¢ A FHolof af= Al obAlobAle] HRFo] Ak Aot 7]
£ ofxotAl Ay FEAAME oAloHAE St A o
=95 AAst l=d o= &AXd Aotk dustd ofotA m=me|Rl 2 &
A ko] ofr] wiEolth ofxolell= 27 Mm Y& =77 o,
1990t o] 5 W=l FA A ARESE= Q] oprol-HiH G AI=JAGEE
M)(Asian-Pacific islanders)& ofAlo} o] e]ol, shefo] AR 3} AbRol 3 F7F
MNozFHE o7l §& Xt
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19909 = "= QIFF2AMEAAE B ofAobA] mj=Qle] sexf= 69 o
24 o] 1W0dES] Q1R T 99%7F sl expelul, Jad A= o
I 2k U B2 AFE B AT THd o=z ofAolARIF 9] 238%E
Ast, 2 ggo] Qo R 204%, dES 12.3%, 2= 11.8%, L83 g+
= elo] 11.6%= el vk 10% o]stel o2 WEWQo] 89%, v 2~9l
o] 2.2%, Frollo] 2.1%, EfAWM=<Slo] 13%, &Fo] 1.3%, 1831 7]Ele]
ofalofel o] 4.4%0°]t}. 2000 = Q1T RANE QFFREA o] okzke]l WEls) gl
A7l 1990 =9 Apmeb TthE FiEo] ATk & 20009 % QIFERANA =
ofrJotA &, ofAJotA &} ThE QlF Y EHE st AERAIE ATt o
A3t &5 ofAlolAlY Q= 10,242,99878 (H] = A Al Q9] 3.6%), L8 v
2 e 8L 1655830 2A o] =& TSk 11,898,828% (A Q19
42%) 0 2 hepykth 1990d 9] Ql7F oF 6.9MRE Holglorm=m 10d Abe]d
ofAJobA Qb= o= WMEFEE A Gstifol| whep oF 33WwE oA of 5wk
W 7t S71s Alolt}, o] e 48%l M 72%9] SUMES HAFE Ao mA
2o 717 Heoke] mEAAAdFe FUlE o] 13%o|AttE Abald] v Fo] E
ofAJobA FHe] AFF7= Hl=m W AFRE S sl addAet 94 g 2
S7He 2l fHee] "t

olRlE & AZIE 747 g Sy dEQle] A g
7l 22 ALY SHUte oW vl dAtE b vk g
A2 1965 o|RIH o] up# o]l o] Fof o]F3] 2 Algrso| FAA
W ZHRgol, gex HE T2 1970dY] SRk HEY Aol #d & AA
19 (The IndoChina Migration and Refugee Assistance Act of 1975; the
Immigration Act of 1976)2] A& Wi o|FI 2 AlHE F+/HE o|F3 3
o} oojef 2 AR S ZF Hohe] m=o] 9] o] X oA Blo]d AMgHe] H] & &
vehdth & 1990 29 AT RAAIRE B olAJobAl n]=2l F 66%7F 39
A2, 53] WEW(79.9%), 22 2(79.4%), FrE T oH79.1%) Hhe] vl &
7HE =t O YR B WE(TE.5%), AE(75.4%), = (72.7%), 5 =(69.3%),
TE(60.2%), A (64.4%) A 819 =AY vlgo] =24, d&Y A5
= 324%%E =AY Hl o] deHor s uirh dEA S} o] o|Rl¢]
AA7E 7w @ Tl A YEAAY vEo] =& AL F=AY
olvlE diEve= gy &7, THeE o tdd AJomFE oFl9]
A FHA7] Wl Aoz Foldt) ofAlotA m=ml FwhE HEgh mla A
Qe wlgte] AL AT doleh= 548 BHoFErh 19909 % JIFFAF Al 7|
ZAAANFY FHA AH(median age) 3341 A=l olA|o A= 3042 Al
o] gttt ol = 1970l FNk o] % thFe] o]®le] o]Fojxl FE(125A4), F
B oh(19.4A4), 222=2204A4), MEW(25.24]) F e HyA=o] g4 o= uf
T e 7|t} oje} 22 W hA| QIAEE 5AE ofAofA m=ml Fh

=

i o

a}

-y

)

Z

o M
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D%E dhe) FAAY qeon ol duHadt AL BAE AR w
s glo] REth: AAE 2@ A7 BAL A5 = Aot

IV. O gte| &= otA[otAl o2l Eh 2kl Xtol

Axzel Mug Fal wul opAotAe wssED FHAMAFYL 2

A W 3o /\V‘ OJA R o= ofAJobAE & AT PEE
g ¢ gtk Be A8t BohKitano 1995, Walker-Moffat
A0, A m=re] QItE Al A A ofAlobAl Bl =l
‘ﬂ.‘OJQl ARG 2 AR YERARKE 3> FE), 23
2 vty wioln o}l ol At 4> #F), o]= ofA]o}
ol Fostigls AE MRy g AlE 5

e N
A SrEeEs addg 1909 BdaSe] 2

AFE AL dam ATH 489 S8 ¥ ¥ F fE Rl

Olt
-

<E 4> 120 #3452 ST dl (1998, 1999/ whel: Ehe)

ol

g Al o =4} R Ry 5~ Y
(el "4 A 9l) /JENEH 2

1998 20,564 23,459 13,243 19,122 11,687

1999 21,181 24,109 14,397 21,134 11,621

AH2: hitp//www.census.gov/hhes/income/income99/99tablea.html

o
ks wEAE F E HPF%+ 75_%8 el =dod S he R =] RS B Rl
ol 15 kel A H“}% AL el s AE]iel w=e] Hite ZIsA | A
o T sl g ojwle) A A Hes dEHes
AR Adstede o kA FA0r "asitE Ao W =
ofAlebAl ] iAo w Ee HoTMAFYel A8 F& Fod o
AR 1970~80d el 2A @dAtEE AT 9Tt A3 A Hurh and
Kim, 1983)e] ¢)skdl 19654 o] Fo 22sg gzomy e
e R w2 FEWAE e Jdolgleon, duHon =L M
of tHEAA 7F=Eee]l o] AFF el =
el 250 WA 6ul), A =EAZFET b 58I o)), Zelal 7] &) A 9
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=2 HYE68%) s 7|dgttt= Aolth s Aelvle] AAEEo] HoAFE
oj9} & EAL 5] Hl=e A dAM =2 gEHdE Esta dAA
=F A & (primary labor market)dl Al A& H 3 Y& HIFE FAS Aol

<3 5> OfAlopA Flcte| stadF d|: 1990 = (25M 04 %)

Asstw =Y o4 st ¢ o4t

=1 o =1 of
o=l &A 75.7 74.8 233 17.6
OFALOHAL & A) 81.7 73.9 43.2 32.7
=0l 77.2 70.2 46.7 35.0
gdojEel 84.2 81.48 36.2 41.6
Y=ol 89.9 85.6 42.6 28.2
ol ol 89.4 79.0 65.7 48.7
ot= 0l 89.1 741 46.9 259
Bl E g ol 68.5 53.3 22.3 12.2
ad=ootel 46.2 25.3 8.6 3.2
=5 441 19.0 7.0 3.0
2220l 494 29.8 7.0 35
Ef e =0l 88.6 66.2 47.7 249
JIEF OFAlOFR 85.9 78.7 47.5 34.2

A= U.S. Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, Bureau of
the Census(1993: 4).

olel Hatol kAl B A A s ojof & AL ofAJolAl A Foll= AAH

o FoAw BuE g& detst HAe] Eeg: duho] Bl Aot
A2 Sof ofAlobAle) AETEo] ofm @A AT 1990 %] 9l FEAA
B2 nw TEo (o9 ARASO] 1980050 ez 26028 o] B o,
Zarjolal e 51209, BoAAe 55072 AL}, o] @A ofAlolA ZAq 7
g oEo 199 ATASS Austd QR HTZee e 19373 Sl
G AbAS 47 Ehe obalobA W= de e Au 7k Aolsl ZA sk 2
& A AT 5 oQuk e Agolw AHL Wi <E 5= dEsE
o]l AUHOE AH Be AfUEOE 1T olAold] AW ARHoT U
o] BASEE AL A xolst EATGE AL Fale] molz
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T

<I 6> otAlotAg| ©WIEZE H|E

OFA Ol &l & %
OFALOHA & A 81.7
=5 70.2
Z=okel 4.6
2t 29l 89.9
Bl E ol 89.4
ot=0l 89.1
=0 68.5
Efe =0l 46.2
oleol 44.1
Y=ol 494
E Rl 6.4
JIEF OfAlOFQ 18.2

A= U.S. Department of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration. Bureau of
the Census(1993: 7).

WEE Y2 oot A9 HAA AEgE WEFd 2HE o] Amrd
ofAlolAlY] AE BEE AFSE E & 1¥o| yehdrh v FHUF RIZEo
2 ORFSE AT M AFUE vwe 190999 Az wEw el
1A= sl e Aed MelEs wEh) 79 7.7%7) 5902 236%, 81229
He 2289, “1ela obAlOl AT E 1] AY EAARAME obalolsh BPY
AERFE ] olWlg & MFER Ro] AFAL)E 107%7F NTF o EFHSY
tHDalaker and Proctor, 2000). H] & ofAJobA] A8 ®IT&E Selol} 5] 25
A 22 oAet 2gRlIEY TR dASA W& Ao] Aol AR Wl
Brhs 3, ofAobA oRIgehE vl Alste] EA R Hds e dA]
REE Zednh <E 6 >olA B e vhek o] ofrjobA| (HE U A= A
o) A T dudA, d&, Qlk, gl =, oAl nlste] sdolRRH ¢
ol g ol = HIZEo] Flojy sladHA Bop dAsHA o =& o= o}

(o)
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Ly

38.3
9.3
50.9
13.3

ol

11.2
53.0
34.2

35.3

ol
g

59.6
10.2
67.1
27.7

Al
o Al

http://www.itp.berkeley.edu/~asam12/model-minority/bibliography.html

At=Z: Cabezas, Amardo Y. and Pauline L. Fong(1976).
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V. ofAlotA & EHESl AR, XA 8lH
ool M Ay & upel ko] opAloA oWl g W =mALE ] A or A
2o gAstylds |y B A4l EA%u. a8, 17
= Eo] 20417] Fykel]l o] M 3
dIAE 53] AEE gebad ALY o)Al o] AellM= ol obA
s A o oigte] =3tk gk
g S5t 54 ol gdolyt 4RlS g Hrhy AE 2 )
ZALE Ol F=R7E ol F= M A2 AR gy AN Al
wel A2A F-HAY dE 2 1947] m=AAe] He dEdd wolssd
SIolRlo]l Ak A FAolAM nmeEFAAH Y] AAYHR FAeA & vke
ol gk nj = d
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Asian-Americans as a Model Minority:
Myth or Reality?

Choi Hyup
Professor of the Department of Anthropology,
Chonnam National University

In the United States, the Asian-Americans have long been considered as
a successful model minority who are well adjusted to American society.
However, there exist some disagreement among the scholars as to whether
the Asian-Americans could be labeled as a successful model minority.

In this paper, the two contrasting views concerning the adjustment
patterns of the Asian-Americans were examined in relation with the
emerging socio—political climates of the U. S. society. It was emphasized that
an evaluation of the cuwrrent status of Asian-Americans requires some
consideration of intra-group variations due to the fact that Asian-Americans
have been socially mobile, and there has been a continuous influx of recent
immigrants who are heterogeneous. Unlike the past studies which tended to
submerge intra-group differences, the Asian-Americans were treated as a
diverse group, thereby paying much attention to those Asian-Americans
whom we may label them as unsuccessful groups. After a close examination
of the relevant literature and census data, it was concluded that the
‘Successful Minority’ thesis is not reflecting the realities of Asian-Americans
adequately. Using averages to characterize population 1s misleading.
Therefore, the model minority thesis can be viewed as a construction of the
myth by the dominant group, of which function is to silence the multiple
voices of Asian-Americans and other racial minority groups.
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