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Why | Am Not a Scientist: Anthropology and Modern Knowlege
Jonathan Marks | 2009 | University of California Press
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This lively and provecative book casts an anthropological eye on the field of science in a wide—
ranging and innovative discussion that integrates philosophy, history, sociology, and auto—
ethnography. Jonathan Marks examines biological anthropology, and histery of the life sciences,
and the literature of science studies while upending common understandings of science and culture
with a mixture of anthropology, common sense, and disarming humor. Science, Marks argues, is
widely accepted to be three things: a method of understanding and a means of establishing facts
about the universe, the facts themselves, and a voice of authority or a locus of cultural power. This
triple identity creates conflicting roles and tensions within the field of science and leads to its record
of instructive successes and failures. Among the topics Marks addresses are the scientific
revolution, science as thought and performance, creationism, scientific fraud, and modern scientific
racism. Applying his considerable insight, energy, and wit, Marks sheds new light on the evolution of
science, its role in modern cultrue, and its challenges for the twenty—first century.
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With public colleges and universities facing substantial budget cuts and increased calls for
accountability, more institutions now rely on private revenue streams for support. As market~driven
policies and behaviors become more commonplace, scme cauticus critics sound the alarm, while
others watching the bottomline cheer. But which perspective gets it right? Does the privatization of
public higher education threaten its very mission or support it? In this collection of essays,
economists, policy makers, political scientists, sociologists, and organizational researchers discuss
the impact of privatization from their respective disciplinary perspectives and assess its mplications
for the future of higher education. Privatization may bring additional funds and services that are free
from government regulations and oversight, but does it also allow private interests to have undue
influence over public higher education? Should public universities have to compete in the economic
maketplace as vigorously as they do in the marketplace of ideas? What are the implications when
institutions of higher learning function like businesses? With privatization now a reality for most
public colleges and universities, an objective examination of the issue from these diverse academic
perspectives will be welcemed by those struggling with its challenges.

Acadmic Capitalism and the New Economy: Markets, State, and Higher Education
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As Colleges and universities become more entrepreneurial in a post-industrial economy, they
focus on knowledge less as a public good than as a commodity to be capitalized on in profit—
oriented activities. In Academic Capitalism and the New Econcmy, higher education scholars Sheila
Slaughter and Gary Rhoades detail the aggressive engagement of U.S. higher education institutions
in the knowledge—based economy and analyze the efforts of colleges and universities to develop,
market, and sell research products, educational services, and consumer goods in the private
marketplace. Slaughter and Rhoades track changes in policy and practice, revealing new social
networks and circuits of knowlege creation and dissemination, as well as new organizational

structures and expanded managerial capacity to link higher education institutions and markets.

"Povides a densely detailed and chilling description of the current 'state' of the universtiy in the
United States."(Alison Hearn, Topia: Canadian Journal of Cutural Studies.)
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