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Article Abstract

Punishment Procedure and Penalties of Plagiarism in American Colleges and Universities
Jai Hee Cho
California State University, Fullerton

This paper introduces how American colieges and universities run their rules and regulatiocns on
students' plagiarism. Detecting student plagiarism is an on—-going battle between students and

professors. Some colleges and universities have 'Monor Codes that students should not viclate




without any surveillance from the school. Most of the schools firmly announce to the students that
plagiarism Is an academic dishonesty, which will be severely punished in case they happen to
commit it. The schools also delineate the types of plagiarism, procedure of hearing, and
subseguent penalties in various ways, which the students can easily access to read. As penalties,
the consequences of plagiarism, are severe, professors continuously educate their students not to
commit plagiarism, when the students write, in the course syllabus, during class, and even in the

writing assignments.

However, once plagiarism is committed, investigation, hearing, and penalties follow. And
punishing plagiarism takes the similar procedure of a law court. If a suspicious student is caught for
plagiarism in his/her writing by his/her professor, its case will be first investigated thoroughly usually
by the Associate Dean of Students Affairs. When s/he appeals against the professor s report, a
hearing for the case will be open in front of the judicial affairs committee that consists of students,
professors, and staffs. After the hearing, ihe committee have a closed meeting in which they vote
for their decision on the appropriate penalty such as formal warning, probation, fowering the grade,

disciplinary sanction, suspension, expulsion, and revecation of degree.

The American academia knows that the best way for plagiarism is prevention not punishment,
which initially depends on the professor's volition of whether s/he willingly wants to be the guard of
the academia. Prevention helps the students to be 'a thinker eventually.

Key words: Plagiarism, honor codes, punishment procedure, and penalties.
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