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{Abstract)

The Ta-T ung Theory of Kang Yu-wei
: Based on TTa-T ung Shih;

Kim, Ji-yeon

The religious meaning of Kang Yu-wei’s Ta-t ung theory first
appeared in the preface of the "Ta-t ung shihy . In the preface
there is “at the war of the China and the France, I am so impressed
and angry about the people’s trouble so I wrote the Ta-tung shi
hy " The war strongly influenced the organization of the theory
because it started from recognizing the pain. Kang Yu-wei regarded
the world as pain, that is the endless suffering. The suffering world
never ends and difficult to figure out. He classified the suffering into
birth, life, rule, human emotion and class-status (AFZ3E, NEZTHE,
Nitz%, NEzE ANEM.27) . He thought the cause of suffering
as the boundary like a state, a family, a nation, etc, so he insisted
to remove the nine boundary of suffering in order to bring the
happiness to all the human nature. All the more, he shows strong
emotion to save the people from pain and Kang Yu-wei's Ta-t ung
theory in a way contains the theory of the salvation. Ta-t ung
theory starts off with the realistic request but it develops into the
realization of the ideal salvation after the theory blends with Taoism,
Mojia, Buddhism and Confucianism.

The ideal society described in Kang Yu-wei’s thought is
T ai-P’ing Shih (KFH#) in which human escape from anger,
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equality and independence come true by the principle of Jen.
Moreover, this ideal society heads for 'Ta-t ‘ung” which is the utopia
established by the realization of the ideoclogy. The system contains
omnipresent universality which involves the whole mankind through
the acceptance of the modem concept like equality and independence,
at the same time following the traditional position, the confucian
unified world(CK—#%t). The pursuit of the whole mankind and
omnipresent universality show that the completion of epistemological
conversion which overcome the position to discriminate against the
foreigners(#5m) and distinctive humanity is made by inflow of
modernity. The development of epistemological conversion is possible
by the combination of Chinese traditional thoughts which are the
theory of Zang-tzu, Mojia, Buddhism, acceptance of equality and
philanthropy, western modern idea of public reason(/2#) and public
rule(Z%). Therefore. Kang Yu-wei’s idea of Ta—t ung includes the
traditional stream of the k7(%) philosophy of the Ch'eng which
allows the wisdom and the desire of the Chinese traditional ideas of
Mojia and Buddhism and the western modern ideas: public reason(Zy

) public rule(Z4s8:), and historical progressive ideas.



