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themselves)

Avta-ZE A= FrojEel Fa,dA 7P FAHA =99l Al
g% BdE AEsn Set a9 ARRE Fmawl 527
A eA BAFAE T2a] Al Bedt g U A 54L
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717 98t Fo T (parcicipant  observation)¥  HAZAP (field
wog®] WIS AFEBLL) oA EBAEE FoE3 A A%

, HA 289 Ao E v FoF AAEe] AL e F
!

= ARA A7 gz:euHAE A}ﬁ] 751%] T34 A 3context) S
aHFoRH, UEAFHo )¢ FAd HEE AFstn I
=]

oRta-ZEl A= maEw, “FolEo "1‘:’]31 ol &elH 4lge %
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20) Theorses of Primitive Religion, 77.
21) John Mbiti, African Religions and Philosophy (London: Heinemann, 1969), 13.
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Abstract

Diversity in the Study of African Religions:

A Comparative Study of E. E. Evans-Pritchard and
John S. Mbiti

Ahn, Shin

In this paper, the author intends to examine two main trends in the
study of African religion(s) which emerged in the twentieth century: (1)
historical anthropology and (2) phenomenoclogical theology. Analyzing
the main works of representative scholars, EE. Evans-Pritchard and
John §. Mbit, the author will describe and explain the characteristics
and limirations of their ideas.

First, Evans-Pritchard as a Western scholar tried to describe the
concept of god in Nuer religion, translaring the indigenous ideas of
‘god’ (fworh) and ‘the living dead’ into Western and Christian terms.
He debunked sociological reductionism by criticizing Durkheim’s theory.
His method is “to look at Nuer religion through the eyes of the Nuer
themselves,” with a strong emphasis on the importance of historical
perspective and of comparative studies. His studies opened the way for
the hermeneutics of traanslation, in which the ‘indigenous’ categories
should be given the priority over the ‘foreign’ ones.

Secondly, Mbiti as an African scholar pays more attention to the
African concept of time as embodied in two terms: ‘sasa’ and ‘zamani.’
Sasa has the sense of now-ness, which he calls ‘micro-time or little
time.” On the contrary, zamani, which is called ‘macro-time or big

time,” means unlimited past. Events and human beings have both
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moved backwards from the sasa to the zamani; there 5 no concept of
future in African tradition. God is believed to work among human
beings. Regarding nature as ‘a religious universe,” Africans believe that
God play a role of restoring an ‘ontologicalbalance.” The living dead
live in the sasa, but they became completely dead when the last man
to remember them dies.

Mbiti’s method is both African and Christian. His (over)emphasis on
religion seemed to slightly overlook the economic and political context
from which African religions are formed and transformed. Keeping
phenomenological attitude to understand African religions, he attempted
to generalize the characteristics of African religions on the basis of
unbalanced data collected mainly from East Africa based upon a
uniform concept of time.

The author finally concludes that the scholars of religious studies
need to access their data in open and creative ways in order to
understand  African religions more sympathetically and scientifically.
They should explain African religions ‘through the eyes of African
people themselves,” ‘in light of their own terms and grammar.” and
‘with sincere reverence.” The author concludes with a comparison of the
African approach to religious studies in the Korean context. The
formation of uniquely Korean religious studies on the study of Korean
religions is expected in the near future, as African scholars attempt to

create their own voices in the study of African religions.



