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Abstract : This study investigates the need for self-guided environmental education in urban and recreational
forests, which are visited frequently by residents in two metropolitan areas in South Korea. Two series of face-to-face
interviews were made in November 1998 with 231 visitors to Namsan Park located in the center of Seoul and
Bisulsan recreational forest near Taegu City.

There are some differences in the need for self-guided environmental education such as design of trails and contents
of interpretation boards reflecting the characteristics of visitors including their motives and staying time, and the site
characteristics while there in no difference in the need for other education facilities.. More than 60% of visitors
demanded the installment of self-guided environmental education facilities in urban and recreational forests while their
experiences with nature study guides were quite limited. Most of forest visitors were willing to pay for self-guided
environmental education programs in forest. This survey result suggests that there is a need for environmental
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education programs and facilities to be installed in urban and recreational forests.

Key Words : Self-Guided Environmental Education Program, Needs Assessment, Namsan Park, Bisulsan

recreational forest
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<Table 1> The cbmposition of visitors to Namsan Park
and Bisulsan Recreation Forest by socio-

economic characters
dEmE e | Namsan | Bisulem

Male 590 59.2

%
Sex(%) Female 410 408
10-19 110 46
20-29 520 344
30-39 19.0 328

Age(%
ge®) 4049 50 206
50-59 7.0 38
over 6(} 6.0 3.1
Average Age 304 330
Residence(%) [Seoul or Taegu 91.8 86.3
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<Table 2> The motivation of visitors in Namsan Park and Bisulsan Recreation Forest

pooo Namsam _.:f::'.. :...Bi'sulsan' .
12 120 76 580
Business (forest fire watch, park management volunteer) 10 100 - -
Rest and play 14 14.0 15 1.5
Nature study 24 240 | 0.8
Visit to library and memorial hall 8 8.0 | 0.8
Forest aero-bath - 3 23
Enjoying landscape - 3 23
Extracurricular activity 2 20 - -
Membership retreat 2 20 22 16.8
Others 5 50 3 23
No reply 23 23.0 7 53
Total 100 100.0 131 100.0
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<Table 3> The frequency of visits to urban forests and

Recreation forests

(unit: visits/person/year)

Visits to Urban Forests - Visits to Recreation Forests

1.6
4.2
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<Table 4> The needs for forest/environmental education facilities and guides in Namsan Park
and Bisulsan Recreation Forest (muttiple choice)

unit: %
 Nawretrail Natural interpretation board |  Nature study booklet Unnecessaries
Namsan 79.0 71.0 490 50
Bisulsan 725 62.6 428 69
Total 753 66.2 455 6.1

Chi-Square =3.131, df =3, p< 0.372

<Table 5> The importance of forest/environmental education facilities and guides evaluated by visitors to Namsan Park

and Bisulsan Recreation Forest
. Naturetrail Natural interpretation board |  Nature study booklet Unnecessaries
Namsan 79.0 71.0 490 50
Bisulsan 725 626 428 69
Total 753 66.2 455 6.1
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<Table 6> The needs for contents of forest/environmental interpretation expressed by visitors to
Namsan Park and Bisulsan Recreation Forest

Percent(%)

_____ Namgn .. .00} 0 Bisulse

..... TR e T M B e S
325 0.83 336 0.70
Soil type and geological features 2.66 0.89 2.78 0.87
Wildlife 3.1 0.72 307 0.90
Sound of nature 2.63 0.83 2.82 099
Water and aquatic ecosystem 3.23* 0.75 3.14* 091
Relationship of human and nature 303 0.87 294 1.06
According to the site characteristics 277 088 270 1.06

*p<0.05
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<Fig. 1> The need for different difficulty level of nature trail in Namsan Park and Bisulsan Recreation Forest
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<Table 7> The experience of self-guided programs in Namsan Park and Bisulsan Recreation Forest

{muttiple choice)

unit: %
Guide map Information booklet Self-guided program booklet None
Namsan 18.0 20 690
Bisulsan 16.2 1.5 76.2
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<Fig. 2> Visitors' willingness to pay for self-guided program in Namsan Park and Bisulsan Recreation Forest
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