
The Seoul Journal of Medicine
Vol. 29, No.2: 91-96, June 1988

Male Contraception in Korea1

Hee Yang Lee

(Review Article)

Department of Urology, College of Medicine, and Institute of Reproductive Medicine and Population

Seoul National University, Seoul 110--744, Korea

= Abstract =The contraception practice rate in Korea has steadily increased from 9% in
1964 to 72% in 1987. Accordingly, natural increase rate of population declined from 28.4 per
1,000 in 1964 to 12.4 per 1,000 in 1987. Notably in recent years, the acceptance of surgical
contraception seIVices has sharply increased in this country. Now the author analyzes various
factors influencing successful vasectomy based on his experience in performing more than
8,000 vasectomies and 1,000 vasovasostomies during the past 25 years. These various factors
consist of preoperative screening inteIView, surgical vasectomy technique, vas irrigation techni
que, open-ended vasectomy, complications from vasectomy, failure of vasectomy, sperm
granuloma formation, spermatogenesis and steroidogenesis after vasectomy, immunological
consequences after vasectomy, prostatic diseases and vasectomy, late post-vasectomy syn
drome, psychological effects after vasectomy and success rates of vasovasostomy. Besides, the
author makes more comments on the results of the clinical trials on new approaches to
reversible vas occlusion technique with a new device of Intravasal Thread and to reversible
suppression of spermatogenesis with long-acting sex hormones.
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INTRODUCTION

The contraception practice rate in Korea has
steadily increased from 9% in 1964 to 72% in
1987 (population: 41,569,000, 1987). Accordingly,
natural increase population rate declined from 28.4
per 1,000 in 1964 to 12.4 per 1,000 in 1987.
Notably in recent years, the acceptance of surgical
contraception services has sharply increased in this
country. Contraception practice rate of methods
estimated by Ministry of Health and Social Affairs,
Republic of Korea in 1987 is shown as follows: oral
pill, 4.2%; IUD, 7.4%; condome, 7.4%; menstrua
tion regulation, 9.7%; vasectomy, 10.4%; tubec
tomy, 33.3%; and no practice, 27.6%.
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Male Surgical Contraception (vasectomy,

male sterilization)

Vasectomy, male sterilization, or male surgical
contraception has been an accepted method of
contraception in Korea since the end of 1962 be
cause it is effective, safe, simple, and inexpensive
method with few complications. By the end of
1987, about 1,060,000 men were voluntarily
vasectom ized th rough the govern ment aid
(free-service) programme. It is estimated that an
additional 400,000 men underwent the procedure
at their own expense through private practitioners
in this country. Consequently, about 18% of the
married women, 15 to 44 years of age who used
contraception were supposed to rely on the surgical
contraception of their male partners in Korea. The
use of vasectomy for surgical contraceptive pur
poses has grown rapidly not only in Korea, but also
in other parts of the world as well. It has been












