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Abstract

The Landscape Paintings of No Su-Hyun

Kim, Yong Cheol / Chief Curator of Kyonggi Provincial Museum

The first generation painter of the Modermn Age in Korea, No
Su-Hyun's works have to be evaluated from a new
perspective point. As yet his works have been lowly
evaluated because they are not unique in contrast to other
painters * works such as Lee Sang-Beom' s and Byun Kwan-
Sik’ s. As an attempt to correct the current view, 1 will
analyze his landscape paintings based on the classification of
traditional and post-traditional elements in the motif and
brush work. '

It seems that his works changed since he joined the
Exhibition of Chosun Art (8#3%45 ¥ €) sponserd by the
Japanese colonial government in 1922. As seen in High
mountain and flowing water (%1% k) which he exhibited
in the 1st Exhibition of Chosun Art, there were many
traditional elements in his painting. However, after that
exhibition the post-traditional elements such as law sight and
real space increased. It seems that he was influenced by
works of Western style paintings and modern Japanese
paintings. Also, the group Dongyon-sa(&##t) which he
organized with Lee Sang-Beom, Byun Kwan-Sik, and Lee
Yong-Woo in 1923, is very important in the development of
his works. They purposed to break away from the influence
of Chinese paintings and the exclusion of Japanese painting,
There are some works which show post-traditional elements
to describe the real world during the 1920’ s. Nevertheless, it
seemed that he fell into mannerism after the late 1920' s and
returned to traditional non-real, ideal painting. His return to
traditional painting reflected his inclination toward
nationalism. He stopped to exhibit The Exhibition of Chosun
Arts but joined in the Exhibition of Seohwa Association (g #
€& B &), which was formed by Korean artists, and

Korean patrons supported him for this time.

He painted some excellent works in the early 1940’ s, and
from late the 1950 s to 1960’ s as well. [Land scape
painting(1i7)](1940" s), [Effect in the Valley(% 1L &)
1(1957), [Deep Valley(#4+)](1950° s) can be evaluated as
the representatives of his works. And these are the results of
his efforts to renovate traditional landscape péintings since he
organized the Dongyon-sa. In these works the rocky
mountain, shape and touch of granite are painted very well
with good framed composition. Post-traditional motives and
brush work became established and have significance. It can
be said that all these are the result of No Su-Hyun' s reaction
to overwhelming external influence, Western and Japanese.
Though he returned to traditional ideal landscape paintings in
old age, his landscape paintings which are based on real
motif and real space are to be called ‘modern ideal landscape

paintings’ .
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