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Summary

Yoshino-cherry tree(Prunus yedoensis Matsumura) has a restricted natural habitat and, is
protected as a natural monument. Although being rare, the ambiguity in the origin of this
species and committing a blunder in assigning tree for protection make more difficult to
conserve the trees of the species. There has been a hypothesis that Yoshino-cherry tree(l’.
yedoensis Matsumura) comes from a hybrid between P. pendula and P. lannesiana in Japan.
There being absence of P. lannesiana, P. sargentii Rehder replaced its role in Korea. But I°.
yedoensis do not share habitat with P. sargentii. In the near place of Mt Daedun(
Chollanam-do), ca. 50—-year old tree of P. yedoensis grow and, its probable mother trees were
not there. A few trees near the temple and town are not known for their origin. The life
expectancy of P. yedoensis is estimated 60 as years, so there may not be older trees. In
Cheju-do, I’. pendula for. ascendens at Shinrae-ri was erroneously assigned for P. yedoensis
and protected officially. At Bongae-dong 1 of 3 protected trees was proved to be a PF.
pendula for. ascendens. As the native population of P. yedoensis in Cheju-do is small, it
needs to inventory all of individuals and careful management to succeed in the conservation
of P. yedoensis.
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