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Abstract

How Has Administrative Philosophy Changed in Korea?:
A Historical Approach to Governing Philosophies
Appearing Over the Last 60 Years

Tobin Im

This study aims at retracing the trend of philosophical thought manifested during
the last 60 years in Korea. The principal questions are what kind of governing
philosophy(ies) each President of the Republic had during his term and what has
been achieved from a philosophical point of view. The main finding of this study is
that governing philosophy has changed from simple philosophy or principles to
complex ones in a cumulative way without having a fundamental interruption. From
the point of political philosophy, Kim Young-Sam had a strong democracy conviction
while Kim Dae-Jung shifted and enriched his political philosophy to solidarity and
reconciliation with North Korea. Considering economic perspectives, Park Chung-Hee
had a single philosophy of national economic growth while Kim Dae-Jung and Roh
Mu-Hyun changed this to the value of equality. The social philosophies of equality
and emancipation have gradually been emphasized from Chun Doo-Hwan on and
have acquired more complex contents ever since. In terms of running the government
machine, efficiency was the most important philosophical value in the Park regime

but other presidents pursued representativeness in addition to efficiency.

[Key words: administrative philosophy, administrative history, presidents]
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