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Abstract

A Dialectical Perspective of Reflexive Public
Administration:
Focused on an Epistemology of ‘The Book of
Changes,

Kwangmo Lee

The aim of this study confirmed a limitation of method of positivism and phenom-
enology, I hoped overcome with dialectical epistemology of ‘The Book of Changes..
Neither functionalist nor interpretive epistemologist provide a comprehensive view of
complex social reality. They argue may be viewed as one-dimensional administrative
theories, since neither provides an adequate picture of the totality of administration.
Therefore, both need to assume a self-reflexive stance toward the problems of pubilic
administration and toward their unwitting role in them.

In this study, I had proposed that a reflexive public administration can provide
a new theoretical perspective for understanding social phenomena, and that hence
may be able to discover new possibilities for reordering administrative institutions.
For this reason, I introduced the concept of a reflexive public administration and its
critical elements, to suggest the linkage between the concept of reflexivity and the
method, and explored the philosophical ground for administrative praxis. At this
point, a dialectical perspective could provide a frame-work for discovering theoretical
alternatives and problem-solving activity relevant.

As a result of study, Methodology and thought of ‘The Book of Changes is possi-
bility a dialectical perspective of a reflexive public administration by means of good
praxis action, and confirmed beyond one-dimensional administrative theory. Namely,
Epistemology of The Book of Changess is a dialectical perspective, creative and in-
tegrative approach method, a interaction of conceptual contradictions in admin-

istration, and required necessary of dialectical discourse.

[Key words: reflexive administration, positivism, phenomenology, dialectic, "The
Book of Changes,)



