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Abstract

A Critical Study on the Reasoning of Korean
Cultural Policies:
Constructing an Evaluation Frame for a Tentative
Assessment

Byung—Ryang Lee

After the mid-nineties, cultural policy entered a new phase in Korea. The quantita-
tive expansion of the cultural policy, which "Cultural budget 1% (or One Percent)"
symbolizes, and the accompanying changes of the contents of the policy were the re-
sults of the development. This study critically analyzes present cultural policy of
Korea with the emphasis on its reasoning to show its innate limitation. The cultural
policy of Korea showed two distinctive traits. The first is that the cultural policy of
Korea is focusing on the producer of culture rather than the consumer of culture. And
the second is that, the Korean government is investing mainly visible items like cul-
tural facilities and final material products while neglecting to facilitate the invisible
but prerequisite conditions for the cultural flourish such as the cultivation of cultural
capacity and creative works. It is the result of the reasoning that disregards the char-
acteristics of culture—the inalienability of the production and the consumption, and
the result and the process. The criticism that a cultural life becomes remoter from an
average citizen, albeit the quantitative expansion of the governmental support and the

eloquent rhetoric of the importance of culture, seems to be a result of this reasoning.

[Key words: cultural policy, cultural budget, cultural life]



