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Abstract

A Time Lag Approach to the Civil Service Examination Reform

Hae-Soo Kwon

The causal relation between purpose and means which is implied in institution should be
analyzed in terms of not only logical but also time interconnection in order to reform
institution. This study is to analyze the process of institutional change with a dynamic
perspective of time lag and employs the higher civil service examination as a case. The
pretequisite of successful institutional reform is suggested by adopting both aspects of
logical interconnection and time dynamics of the examination reform. This is to put an
emphasis on considering the clear goal setting and time dynamics to have a successful
institutional reform of the exam.

The examination institutional reform regards knowledge sphere, the selection of evaluation
method, and common belief of related people as the major factors of institutional design.
The knowledge sphere and the selection of evaluation method influence not only the
success and failure of institutional reform but also common belief of related people.

The initial strategies for successful reform of the exam institution are: expanding the
question pool, minimizing the disadvantages of exam preparation people resulting from the
institutional change, and adopting the exam preparation people to the PSAT(Public Service
Aptitude Test) by informing the question typology and cases in advance and by including
their opinions on the questions. After institutionalizing the reform, the training program for
public officials and the way of doing work should be changed to activate the effect of the
reform. In addition, the performance management and human resource management systems

should be established.

[Key Word: Public Service Aptitude Test, Time Lag Approach, Examination Reform]



