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Fig. 3. Barsky Operation for cleft hand. A. The
broken lines indicate the incision with the
small flap on the thumb side. B. shows the
flap elevated and the skin margins reflected.
Stainless steel sutures are utilized to bring
the metacarpals into better alignment. C.
The closure, The flap is reflected across
the web space and the closure carried out
in a zigzag fashion to prevent linear cont-
racture which might otherwise occur in the
child patient. In cases in which syndactyly
is present between the thumb and the index
finger, the skin excised to close the cleft
can be used as a skin graft to repair
syndactyly provided it is of sufficient size.
(From Barsky, Kshn and Simon: The
Principles and Practice of Plastic Surgery.
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Blakiston Division.)

Fig. 4. The photograph shows postoperative state

of the cleft hand corrected by Barsky
method. The syndactylism is also correctd.
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—ABSTRACT—

Cleft Hand

—A Report of Case—
Chin Whan Kim, M.D.

Department of Plastic and Recomsiructive

Surgery, Seoul Nationa! University Hospital

The cleft hand, referred as Split hand, Lobster-claw

hand or Crab-claw hand, is a relatively uncommon
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congenital malformation of the hand, not familial
and may be accompanied by foot deformities.

It is a special type of ectrodactyly which is pro-
bably resulted from the growth arrest of the
medial element of hand in fetal life.

Here presented a case of cleft hand, 2 years and
3 months old baby, male, which was corrected by
surgical procedure. The right hand is affected and
other combined malformations are not found in this
case. The family history of the patient and the
environmental circumstances during the gestational
period of his mother are not contributory and un-

certain,
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