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ABSTRACT

Rumor and Power: An Intimate Approach to Rumor
of Adultery by an Upper-class Woman during the
16th Century Chosun Dynasty Period

Lee, Sook-In

This paper attempted to reexamine the rumor of a woman’s
adultery, which raised a disturbance in academic and political
sectors in the 16th century Chosun Dynasty period. The woman,
whose family name is Lee and whose family clan is Haman, and is
directly concerned with the rumor, became the second wife of Ha
Jong-Ak, a rich, upperclass man in Jinju(% /) county in Kyung-sang
province. She became a widow at the age of 28. The rumor that
she had engaged in an obscene act with her slave developed into a
great controversy between those who advocated for her and those
who opposed her. Cho Sik(H##, 1501-1570), a great scholar, was a
representative of the group that opposed her. Many political leaders
of the central government, including prominent figures of Kyung-sang
province, also took part in the controversy. This great dispute
reminds of a drama in which all of the major figures of the Chosun
Dynasty appeared. A trivial rumor about a woman increasingly
expanded into public opinion, and finally developed into an affair,
which had wvarious political implications. This paper explored the

meaning of this rumor and affair by concentrating on the social
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context of the latter part of the 16th century.

Keywords: Cho Sik, Rumor, Ha Jong-Ak, Power, Woman’s Adultery,

Sexuality, Confucianism, Chosun Dynasty



