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(Baxter, 2001: 453-4).
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ABSTRACT

Armstrong’s States of Affairs and
Baxter’s Theory of Aspects

Kim, Hee-Jeong

Armstrong claimed that a state of affairs is a thin particular’s
instantation of a universal and its connection is non-relational and
contingent. However, he changed his mind about the contingency of
the connection because of Baxter’s theory of aspects. Donald L. M
Baxter’s intention is to solve the problem of the multiple instantiation
of an immanent universal and to reduce the mystery of the fundamental
relation of instantiation in terms of ‘aspects’. He makes a formal
distinction between a universal and its aspects as well as a formal
distinction between a particular and its aspects. He takes into
account a state of affairs in terms of the aspectual identity of a
universal and a particular. Armstrong accepts Baxter’s theory of
aspects and considers a state of affairs as a ‘partial’(aspectual) identity
of a particular and a universal. He now holds that the connection of
instantiation is necessary.

I argue, in this paper, that Baxter’s theory of aspects is not better
than Armstrong’s former view on states of affairs in solving the
problem of multiple instantiation and in taking into account the
non-relational tie of instantiation. I point out that Baxter is merely
adding new conceptions such as ‘aspects’ and ‘formal’ distinction. I

present Armstrong’s former view on states of affairs in Part I,
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analyze Baxter’s theory of aspects in Part II and point out its
internal problems in Part III. I also argue that Baxter’s theory of
aspects does not help to make Armstrong’s view clearer as it
intends since it does not provide further accounts with respect to
multiple instantiation and the fundamental relation of instantiation. I
argue that it is merely redescribing Armstrong’s accounts with different
terms such as ‘aspects’ and ‘formal’ distinction, instead of providing

further accounts.

Keywords: states of affairs, instantiation, universals, thin particulars,

aspects, partial identity





