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A Study on the Guardian Spirits of Korean Shaman:
Compare Seoul’s Shaman with Chindo Island’s Shaman

Kawakami Shinji

Most of Korean shamans are women. In most cases, their guardian spirits
are ghosts of their parents’ home and ghosts of their husbands’ parents’
home. Comparing Seoul’s shaman with Chindo Island’ s shaman on the
ghost, we will find some differences as follows:

1. Guardian spirits of Chindo Island’s shaman are ghosts of the grand
parents’ generation or younger than grand parents’ generation. But in
Seoul, not only above ghosts but ghosts of the great-grand parents’
generation or older than great-grand parents’ generation also become
guardian spirits.

2. Not only lineal ghosts but collateral ghosts also become guardian
spirits in Chindo Island. But collateral ghosts seldom become guardian
spirits in Seoul.

3. Suoul’s shamans call their ghosts by the name of god, such as
mountain-god(san-sin), seven-star-god(chil-sseong-sin), dragon-god(yong-
sin), general (jang-gun), master(do-sa), etc. But few shamans call their
ghosts by the names of god in Chindo Island.



