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Historical Origin of the Korean Audience
Movement after the Liberation from
Japanese Colonial Domination

With Special Reference to the Donation Campaign
to Aid the Kookje-sinbo in 1961

Baek Chae
Professor, Department of Communication, Pusan National University

The purpose of this study is to discuss on the historical origin of the Korean
audience movement after the liberation from Japanese colonial
domination. Most related studies suggest that the audience movement in
Korea originated from the movement against the Act of Press Ethics
Committee in 1964. But this study analyzed a historical cases before that
time from the viewpoint of audience movement. The case analyzed in this
study is the donation campaign by readers to aid the Kookje-sinbo in Busan
which could not help suspending publication because of a financial
predicament in 1961. The campaign was originated by a ordinary citizen
of Busan. It was reported by the Kookje-sinbo in the recovery edition on 27th
April, 1961. Through an another article of that edition the newspaper
appealed to readers for support and encouragement. This resulted in the
spreading of the donation campaign. The number of people participated
the campaign were 89. The 48.9% of them were ordinary citizens, and the
7.9% were civic groups. This means that the campaign was initiated by
ordinary citizens voluntarily and this campaign can be recognized as a
audience movement. The conclusion of this study suggests that the
historical origin of Korean audience movement after the liberation is not
the movement against the Act of Press Ethics Committee in 1964, but the
donation campaign by readers to aid the Kookje-sinbo in 1961.
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