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<Abstract>

Discontinuance of Traditional Astronomy and Introduction to
Modern Astronomy

Jun, Yong—Hoon *

This article examines the procedure of the discontinuance of traditional astronomy
and the introduction to modern astronomy. The former is examined through the
changes of official annual almanacs the government published and the latter is
studied based on the Western books that were imported and textbooks on
astronomy that were published in Joseon during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries,

Since late 17th century, Siheonryeok W& (western calendar) was adopted, and
Renaissance astronomy was introduced to the traditional calendrical astronomy. The
calendrical astronomy in Joseon was developed to the highest level until the end of
19th century and was used in issuing national official almanacs (the annual calendar
HERE and the almanac of the seven celestial bodies -GEUJE). However, the office
for the observation of natural phenomena Ei5FT was abolished by the intervention
of Japan at the end of 1907. Unable to be developed anymore, the calendar issue
in Joseon was passed on to the charge of Japanese astronomers who had mastered
modern astronomy.

Publications containing Western astronomical knowledge were also imported,
confirming to the movement of adopting the Western culture in late 19th century,
and related knowledge was spread by newspapers such as 7he Hanseong Ten—Daily
EWAER and The Hanseong Weekly VEFGEER. As a basic form of knowledge to
discuss world geography, the elementary astronomical knowledge was introduced in
geographic publications. However, modern astronomy was not recognized as a
professional field of science in Joseon until early 1900. Two books, Chyeonmumbatk
F B2 (Astonomy) written by Jeong Yeong—taek and Cheonnumyaidhiae 75-2F8](Short

* Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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Explanation of Astronomy) written by William Baird in 1908, which were published
as a textbook to teach professional astronomy, show that modern astronomy was
finally established in Joseon as one field of professional science.

Key Words : annual calendar, almanac of seven celestial bodies, calendrical
astronomy, office for observance of natural phenomena, modern

astronomy
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