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social anthropologists emphasize the sensitivity of the Japanese to rank order, i.e., 

to the status he holds in relation to the alter on a hierarchical scale, arguing that 

Japanese relate better to people of higher or lower status than to people of the same 

status (e.g., Nakane 1970, Lebra 1976). This is also true with Koreans (e.g., K. Lee 

1977). Americans, on the other hand, are described as people who place much value 

on equality in all walks of life (e.g., Stewart 1981). Between Japanese and Koreans, 

we tend to regard the latter as having slightly stronger hierarchical consciousness, 

as has been observed thus far. 

Finally, it must be pointed out that sociolinguistic reality is dynamic; a num­

ber of new developments in both J and K point to a tendency toward a levelling off 

of the traditional sharp power consciousness, gradually narrowing down the disparity 

In value or·entations that exist between America on one hand and Japan and Korea 

on the other (e.g., Inoue 1974, NLRL 1981, Hwang 1975, Park-Choi 1978, Suh 1979, 

Sohn 1981, and Pusavat 1981).15 
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