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Kang, Seok-keun and Lee, Hui-cheon. (2002). An experimental study on
English word-initial consonant pronunciation learning by Korean
students, Langnage Research 38(1), 385-406.

The purpose of this paper is to examine through experiment if Korean
students can learn sounds like /v/, /f/, /b/ and /v/ precisely, sounds
which Korean does not contain, and to discover methods whereby this
learning may be accomplished. To this end, we prepared two kinds of test
materials with 30 questions each, consisting of pairs with /1, 1/, /f, p/, and
/b, v/ in word-initial positions. In the tests, 40 third-year students from
Janghang Technical High School served as subjects. The subjects were
divided into two groups: an experimental group and a control group. The
tests consisted of two steps. First, we examined each group's pronunciation

. ability of the above consonants in word-initial positions. Next, after
teaching the experimental group the differences between the consonants
above with special programs, we examined their degree of improvement.
The results showed that the pronunciation ability of the experimental
group improved more than that of the control group. In conclusion,
although most of the subjects of the control group had difficulty in
pronouncing the sounds that Korean does not contain, they improved their
pronunciation ability to some degree by learning the place and manner of
articulation, and through reetitive practice.

Key words: pronunciation learning, word-initial consonant, experimental
group, control group
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(1) line, limit, lunch, life, land, liberty, letter, love
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(4) feet, fifty, fantastic, fresh, fried, French, fish

(5) park, picnic, plenty, party, pink pretty, plump

(6) fine-pine, fig-pig, fast-past, faint-paint, feel-peel
fried-pride, fan-pan, fashion-passion, fork-pork, fair-pair
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