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A Study of the distinction between the
Zhecong Poem(1F3%) and the Bian
Poem(#3%) in Shi Jing(GHR)

Kim, Shi-jun

It was written at the Mao Shi prefaces (F3%#%) that Shi Jing was
divided into two groups; the Zheng Poem and the Bian Poem.
According to this, many scholars published various assertions on how
to distinguish the Zheng Poem from the Bian Poem in Shi Jing. Cons-
eguently, these assertions were classified into four sorts,

1) Classification by the chronological order according to the political
rise and fall |

2) Distinction between eulogy and satire

3) Distinction the Poem which was accompanied by music from the
poem which was not accompanied by it, |

4) Classification by the style of the poem

My study on each assertion leads to the following conclusion:

1) Alithough those scholars who made the first assertion defined
that Shi Jing was published by the chronologicél order and they distin-
guished the Zheng Poem from the Bian poem by the table of conte-
nts, it is proved that Shi Jing was not published b_y the chronological
order.

2) Those scholars who made the second assertion concluded that Shi-

Jing was distinguished between eulogy and satiry at every prologue in
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Mao Shi and that the Zheng poem and the Bian Poem could be div-
ided into eulogy or satire accordingly. But it is proved herein that the
distinction eulogy from satire in Mao Shi prefaces was possible by the
country and chronology without the definite standard even though the
contents of the poem were thesame. .
| 3) Those scholars who made the third assertion divided Shi Jing
into two parts. One that was accompanied by music was called the
Zheng Poem and the other that was accompanied by music was called
the Bian Poem. But it is proved that all of Shi Jing were accompanied
by music |

47 Those who made the fourth assertion distinguished between the
Zheng Poem and the Bian Poem by the style of the Poem. But looking
into the style, it is proved that the distinction between the Zheng
Poem and the Bian Poem is the style itself. |

T hlus, the above classiﬁcation‘s seem to be unreasonable so far.

Then, why did these assertions come to rise? These assertions were

due to the Han scholars who regarded the poem as a remonstration.

They attempted to classify the Zheng Poem as the poem of admoni-
tion and the Bian poem as that of warning. But they did not succeed

i 1t.
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