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Abstract

Russian Studies in Korea after the "Third Generation”:
With Focus on Social Sciences

Park, Soo-Heon - Shin, Beom-Shik

Since the mid-1990s, Russian Studies in Korea have been in the stage
of 'relative stabilization” after undergoing the ups and downs in the
previous years. The rise of the "third generation” scholars, many of which
returned to Korea after earning their doctoral degrees in Russia, has
contributed to this trend.

The current research, based on a comprehensive review of social science
works on Russia, published as M. A. and Ph.D theses, in book forms and
monographs, and as articles in 12 academic journals during the past
decade in Korea, shows the following developmental tendencies in the
Russian Studies in Korea since the mid-1990s. First, the number of
Korean specialists on Russia has consistently increased. Second, the scope
of research has been extended in spatial dimension as well as in research
topics. In the former, while CIS countries other than Russia have
increasingly became the subject of research, the investigation of local
politics and economy in Russia has also grown. In the latter, topics have
been more diversified beyond the traditional fields of politics, economy,
society, and history into education, law, media, anthropology, and political
geography. Third, the cases of field researches and surveys have continued
to increase, which can contribute to a qualitative progress in the Russian
Studies in Korea. Fourth, more research efforts have been devoted to the
analysis of various aspects of Russia from a comparative theoretical
perspective. Fifth, new attention has been called to the methodological
issues in understanding the Russian experiences.

Despite these new developments and achievements, however, Russian
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Studies in Korea still offer the room for continuing improvement. First,
compared with those countries with more advanced Russian Studies, the
Russian Studies community in Korea is still much small, and there are
very few specialists on other CIS countries than Russia. Second, Russian
politics and economy still command a disproportionally high position in
terms of research topic. Third, researches are lopsidedly tilting toward
policy-oriented studies rather than contributing to strengthening the
foundation of Russian Studies. Fourth, the previous tendency to approach
the Russian experiences from the viewpoint of break with the past has not
been fully overcome. Fifth, although efforts have been made for
establishing a "Korean style of studying Russia”, the Western approaches
to the Russian realities still enjoy a disproportionately high popularity.
Sixth, strenuous endeavor among the Russian Studies community is
required for implementing interdisciplinary researches of Russia as subject
of area studies.
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