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Abstract

Olzhas Suleimenov’s Az i Ya and Some Controversies Over it

Hahn, Jeong—sook

This article tries to analyse the linguistic Turkic Eurasianism formulated
in Suleimenov’'s book Az i Ya(As U 4, 1975) and the controversies
bursted out around this book in the Soviet political and academic arena.

In Az i Ya Suleimenov tried to reread and linguistically analyze the
text of the famous Tale of Igor’s Campaign (Cnoso o monky Uropsese).
According to Suleimenov, this epic should be read as the evidence of the
mutual contacts and cultural interactions between the ancient Eastern
Slavic and the Turkic peoples than as a literary expression of their mutual
enmity. He maintained that the Rus’ people (Slavs) and the Polovtsian
people (Turkic nomads) around the 12th century coexisted friendly, sharing
various experiences in the southern steppe of Eurasia. Turkic linguistic
elements penetrated deeply through the Rus’ society. The Turkism in the
Tale of Igor’s Campaign gives its evidence.

Az i Ya roused a torrent of criticism from the Russo-centrists and
the Soviet etatists. The book was attacked by the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, the Communist Party of Kazakhstan and Soviet scholars.
The book was banned and the persons involved in the publication of the
book were repressed. But for the Soviet readers it opened new horizons in
understanding the relations of various peoples in the ancient Eurasia.

Az 1 Ya does not presuppose for Eurasian world a hegemonic role

of the Rus’ people over the Turkic nomads. According to it, their position
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is equal. Suleimenov emphasized the importance of cultural exchange and
harmonic coexistence of the Eastern Slavs and nomadic peoples. It is true
that he is surely an Eurasianist, but he seems in such way to get out of

the boundary of Russo-centrism of Russian Eurasianists.
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