(2=

Mo

ro MAMAEL ol Leht A2
o AAS BA

g of
(M&dh)

e} 7iEf(Willa Cather)@] @ 7J2AFE 5(O Pioneers))& AE-20] Y
o] gHgold 194)7] SHE YiHefA7K(Nebraska)of| o]F=sto] 2 17t
o] Anlket tow whE7| 8 Adet kEe 71l AR JHERE, 1
o= 53] o4 TMAAES] Aol W3t ofoprjofet. o] AHEE AH7t
8] AMlE fiste] Aua 7 HiA=E o 4= lelh AE e o7 Z
e T 1YY I ARl TP SR =Rl Qs el
A AR AR Aol Stk MEE ol vl 3= HdE 7
SH Bt A A & T Y ‘*}Eﬂ(Alexandra)i’J ae wEpL
HA 194171 AR FHAA o]FRIE0] ofgA W HAAE A
7] 9l WA, S 2857 A B o4 ARASo] 7129
54 oS v=A ogA 2] BAE 719 ol 1E %
o] ‘/‘r7 A 222 0|59 A E3o] FEAlet ofd ks Fand
o 22 9Jolx| Abg E 2= 9}

o] 22 FUF YE=Ee] AEal Ao Sl A AoF

1) Willa Cather, Willa Cather on Writing (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1988), 93.
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2) C. B. Macpherson, The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism: Hobbes to
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3) Margaret Jane Radin, Reinterpreting Property (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1993), 1.

4) Macpherson, The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism, 263-64.
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University Press, 1951), 188-89.
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7) Scott Cannon Cameron, “Owning America: American Literature, Ecocriticism,
and the Attempt to Redefine Land Ownership,”(PhD diss., Boston University,
2011), 168.

8) James Fenimore Cooper, The American Democrat (New York: Vintage Books,
1956), 133-39.
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Norton, 1992), 245.
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if a man have a house and home of his own, though it be a thousand miles
off, he is well received in other people's houses; while the homeless wretch
is turned away. The bare right to a farm, --- would save you from many an

insult. Therefore, Vote yourself a farm.!1)
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11) Walter Benn Michaels, The Gold Standard and the Logic of Naturalism:
American Literature at the Turn of the Century (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1987), 950||4 Aol

12) Ticien Marie Sassabre, “Reimagining Property: Ownership and Identity in
American Fiction, 1880-1940,”(PhD diss., Stanford University, 2001), 8-9.
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It was Alexandra who read the papers and followed the markets, and who
learned by the mistakes of neighbors. It was Alexandra who could always
tell about what it had cost to fatten each steer, and who could guess the
weight of a hog before it went on the scales closer than John Bergson
himself.20)
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20) Thid., 17.
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Maire Mullins, “Alexandra’s Dreams: “The Mightiest of All Lovers” in Willa
Cather’s ‘O Pioneers!”.” Great Plains Quarterly 25 (2005), 148.

22) Cather, O Pioneers!, 33.

23) Ibid., 31.
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24) Ibid., 30.
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The way here is for all to do alike. I am despised because I do not
wear shoes, because I do not cut my hair, and because I have visions. At
home, in the old country, there were many like me, who had been touched
by God, ‘- We thought nothing of it, and let them alone. But here, if a
man is different in his feet or in his head, they put him in the asylum. -

That is the way; they have built the asylum for people who are different.26)

25) Ihid., 25.
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26) Ibid., 4.
27) Ihid., 4.
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Few of our neighbors were Americans - most of them were Danes,
Swedes, Norwegians, and Bohemians. 1 grew fond of some of these
immigrants - particularly the old women, who used to tell me of their home
country. I used to think them underrated, and wanted to explain them to

their neighbors. -+ This was, with me, the initial impulse [to write].31)
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The land belongs to the future, -~ We come and go, but the land is
always here. And the people who love it and understand it are the people

who owns it - for a little while.47)
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What God gives are the natural elements that are indispensable to labor. He
gives them, not to one, not to some, not to one generation, but to all. They
are His gifts, His bounty to the whole human race. And yet in all our
civilized countries what do we see? That a few people have appropriated
these bounties, claiming them as theirs alone, while the great majority have
no legal right to apply their labor to the reservoirs of Nature and draw from

the Creator's bounty.53)

52) Ibid., 109.
53) Henry George, “Thy Kingdom Come.” 1889. Accessed September 10, 2011,
http://www.grundskyld.dk/1-Kingdom.html.
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Abstract

Women’s Property Rights
and the Problem of Identity in O Pioneers!

Meeya Hahn
(Seoul National University)

According to the possessive individualism which strongly influenced the
ideology of the American Revolution and Westward Expansion, property is
an inalienable human right which society is made to protect. From this point
of view, human relationship is a competitive and aggressive one. In O
Pioneers!, Cather depicts a woman pioneer named Alexandra who grows to
be a successful land owner through her intelligence, hard labour and creative
ideas. Her proprietorship made it possible for her to lead a free, independent
and strong way of life, which differentiate her from the Victorian ideal of
women, ‘an angel in the house’. What makes her an important heroine of
American literary history is that she overcomes selfish boundary of
individualism which defines that individual enters relations only for interests
and human society is consisted of series of market relations. She succeeds in
her role as the supporter of the family. Her sympathetic understanding of
neighborhood enables her to support who are in need of help. She takes
care of people who are craving for love and economic supports. In the end,
her sympathy toward the community leads her to think that the earth is the
common property of humanity as Henry George insisted. She concludes that
it is not fair for a person to own certain land eternally as a private
property. Cather says that the land could be owned only for an instant by
person who understand and work on it and that it could never be under the
exclusive ownership of a single person. Alexandra shows Cather’s ideal
pioneer who liberates whole community by her sympathetic understanding of

others and sharing of what she has.
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