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a3t} Peter J. Katzenstein, “Introduction: Alternative Perspectives on National
Security”, in P.J. Katzenstein, The Culture of National Security: Norms and
Identity in World Politics, (NewYork: Columbia University Press) 1996, p.5; +f
o2MY| wof i =0 AW, [EEY ABAA A Aot fRe HH
WA o mEs Ay, FSE AR 18:3(2009).
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3) AW, TSR 7te] g, TopAjolddty 528 45(2009): 174.

4) ISO14001-> ISO14000A]2]2 & #1747 YA|A|(Environment management system)
2 5 REIFEE 71 Yk

5) TAITEEE 1S0140019] 482 2R F=7HES SAHORE ojFolfth 19961
A GA GHITA Y] QZH| RS 87.94%0] FIIUI I FRE 40%E AL
£21519itt 1SO Survey, 2009.

6) AlAH, TAeg g R|er AAYES A, “AIAEA A297 135(2008): 248.
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7) Finnemore and Sikkink, 1998, p.894.
8) James G. March and Johan P. Olsen, “The Institutional Dynamics of
International Political Orders”, International Organization, No.52, Vol.4(1998).
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15) ISO Survey 1997-2009.

16) Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development, Our
Common Future, United Nations, 1987.

17) IS0, The ISO 14000 family of International Standards, 2008.

18) TBTEAL F9ol| Slo] 7|eds FAlBl] 918 WT09 &3t 37 A==
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GATTY] 3j¥=50] A3t F&@ 4 (Standard Code)o] 1 HAOZ WIO7} &
HstHA #EEA0] 7L Y TS A, Y oA PR o W
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19) Roht-Arriaza, Naomi. “Shifting the Point of Regulation: The International
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Abstract

The Internalization of ISO14000 in Korea and
the Role of Government

Jin Sil Park
(Seoul National University)

This paper focuses on the process of acceptance and internalization of the
ISO14000 norm. Published by the International Organization of Standard
(ISO), ISO14000 is an international environmental standard which characterized
as non-governmental and voluntary. It pursues both sustainable development
which is concerned to environmental improvement and harmonization of
different regional environmental standards which encourages free-trade by
hindering trade barriers.

The Government of the Republic of Korea accepted and legitimated
ISO14000 by an environment-friendly political frame through the “Conversion
to an Environmental Friendly Industrial Structure Act” and began to
introduce the ISO1400 standard within the industrial structure of the country
through diverse policies. Further on, with active governmental support,
national corporations have also certificated the ISO14001, one of the
representative norm of the ISO14000 series, which regulates the Environmental
Management System (EMS).

This paper states that the process of internationalization of the 1SO14000
standard is basically profit-interest based. Korea’s economic growth is highly
interrelated with its dependance on international trade and thus, the paper
argues that the national export industry would have been negatively affected
if such regulations were not adopted.

Although the different governments in charge, during the whole
internalization process had differed on the relevance of the environmental

issues, they all had in common a particular interest on improving the
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exportation competitiveness of national products by adopting ISO14001. This
explains why in Korea, the ISO14000 is a standard required for products
able to trade with foreign countries and confirms this study’s argument that
the adoption of the standard is in line with the need of overcoming barriers
to international trade rather than on protection of the environment.

A deeper analysis demonstrates that 1ISO14000 process of internalization
was actually a process of localization, by meaning that the standard was
framed in accordance to preexistent norm, namely developmentalism, which
inclined the framing of the norms towards the trade issue.

Moreover, an empirical study of the tendency of national companies
towards adoption of an ISO14001, demonstrates that international trade-oriented
companies were more leaned towards its adoption. These results were
consistent with governmental pro-trade policies and an profit-based interest
on acquiring and maintaining international standard for better access to
foreign markets.

Nonetheless, the 1SO14001 certification in the Korean industries did not
cease here but it get diffused through a hierarchical arrangement, from major
to middle and small enterprises and from export-lean to domestic companies.
Hence, despite government policies actively emphasized the relevance of the
internalization of this standard mainly on export and trade, once ISO14001
was adopted, local agents did play a role in fueling the diffusion of it

within domestic companies.
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ISO14000, Environmental Management, Framing, Norm Internationalization,
EMS, International Standard





