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The Coping Mode of Local Elites
in the Crisis of the Local Basic Industry
- A Case Study of Tong-young City -

Seung-Ook Lee
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Abstract : Since the 1980s, as the reorganization of industrial structure, (he traditional Iocal basic
industry has declined. And with this, the region has expericnced critical simation, such as the stagnation of
the regional economy and the cutflow of population. This study mivestigates the coping mode of Tocal elites
in the crisis of the local basic industry by using the case sudy of Fong-young City in Kyeongsangnam-da. -
More coneretely, first, the charactenstics of Tocal €litss and the community power straciure, second,
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recognition of local elites about the region and the local basie industry, thind, on the basiz of the above
resules, the understanding and response of local elites in the crisis of local basic industry caused by policy-
makiog of the central govermment and nalional project, and fourth, through these processes, suggestion
aboat the role of local subjects for the development of the ragion are examined.

From the resolts of this research, since the substantial copperation and interchange between cfficial and
unofficial clites coping with the crisis of (he local hasie industry isn’ t formed and local demaocracy as the
distribution of power and resource isn' t settled, there can' € be any proper coping wilh (he crisis of the Iocal
basie mdusiny. S0, the 1ocal basic indusicy has fallen intg a decline continmously, and the region has faced
cribical moments, First of all, in order to get over this sivation, the distabolion of power and resources from
the central government must be made, and local government should speak for local interests, control the
interests of varnous local subjects and enhance theic role in regional issues. Local governance system
including warious unofficial clites and residents must be constructed. In other words, through the transition
from exclusive governance system ko inclosive govemance system, the soludon of regional 15sucs and
regicnal development should be abtained.

Key Words : local elite, local basic industry, community power structure, coping mode, local govemanes
system
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