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A Fachianistic Understanding on the Political Order
in Chosun Dynasty

Chong Sung Fark  seowon University

This article aims for a new understanding of how the patrimonial monarchy persisted in
Chosun in the light of Crime and Punishment based on formal records in Sillok. It was
assumed that this system on the whole had relied mainly on the Confucian belief system for
unprecedented long standing in history as a matter of fact. Undoubtedly, this way of
interpretation has a dominant influence to this day.

However, Confucian interpretation could not answer the following questions; 1) Why had
so many people deeply deviated from main current of politico-social order all the time, 2)
What kind of discontent and dissonance in their mind pushed for protest and psychological
intransigence, 3) How can we recognize the violent social control and severe ruling of
authority to them without discontinuation? »

These questions raise some other argumentative problems, but the traditional method of
understanding does not promote nor develop any eligible heuristic device. This study focuses
on an alternative excavation for the new relevant explanation and seeks for variable
theorization about discontinuous continuity in patrimonial system of Chosun according to the
analysis of Fachian (Bup-Ga / Legalist) way.

This work had largely relied upon accumulative data of records on criminals and judicial
executions in Sillok and others. An analytical viewpoint had converged on unforeseeable
vicissitudinary trends and cyclic curve of occurrence around Crime and Punishment in history.
Although the decisive contents of data sharply tilted on ruling class, there were innumerable
floggings, imprisonments, exiles and death penalties which had been charged to inescapable

criminals. Moreover, the criminal history of Chosun manifested a large amount of
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unaccountable punishment of outlaw privately.

They included arbitrary executions and atrocious tortures that were held by persons of high
standing beyond the control of authority and out of jurisdiction. Therefore, it is absolately
difficult to concretely and scientifically collect records on historical punishment as a whole.
And it is hard to say that any clear-cut division between bureaucratic comments and judicial
decisions would be given to relevant macro-analysis of historico-politics.

But there had been some clear tendencies about punishment politics that the major
comments on death penalty were predominant, exiles were representative and beheadals and
hangings were most typical paths among the death field. These were main aspects of formal
executions and the other words of ruling engineering as well. In other words, Punishment was
an excuse for suppression and political catalyst to anger people at the same time. It was an

unpredictable burdensome obstacle and cheap way of governing also.

Key Words: Political Order in Chosun Dynansty, Fachian, Punishment, Ruling

Engineering



