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1. 9= &4 Z1K2001, 2005)
2001 2005
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A 18.3 52 79 22.0 62 9.6
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A 100.0 659 100.0 100.0 646 100.0
FRgAE 59 .4 613
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8) http://politics.guardian.co.uk/election2005/policyguide/europe.htmi (AL 200513 114 28Y ).
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2, 93 o) 34 22%)
A% B =57 | AuY/A 71k
1945 39.8 483 9.1 2.7
1950 435 46.1 9.1 1.3
1951 48.0 488 25 0.7
1955 497 46 4 27 1.1
1959 494 43 8 59 1.0
1964 43 .4 4.1 11.2 1.3
1966 419 479 8.5 1.6
1970 46 .4 43.0 7.5 3.1
1974 37.8 37.1 193 58
1974 358 392 18.3 6.8
1979 439 37.0 13.8 5.7
1983 424 27.6 254 46
1987 423 30.8 226 43
1992 419 344 17.8 5.8
1997 307 432 16.8 93
2001 31.7 40.7 18.3 93
2005 324 352 220 104

Z}+& : Kastendiek, et al. 1998, 674; United Kingdom general election, 20013} 2005.
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3 3 Mg MEio| £ MaH F7|(%, 2005)
29 33 2% 49 59 49 2~239 59 2~39
wA 41 43 45
ol%l 40 43 40
2| b 36 39 35
ZA) 30 30 28
A 27 26 26
A 27 28 31
m:2 20 21 23
9 13 10 10
% 13 12 12
olgl= A= 9 7 12

A+ http://www.yougov.com/archives/pdf/RMW050101011_2.pdf (3 4 < : 20053 114 28Y)
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The British General Election of 2005:
Neoliberal Convergence of Policies, Victory of Absentees,
and Choice of the Second Worst

Byunghee Jung  Seoul National University

The British General Election of 2005 is worthy of note because the Labour Party won a
third consecutive term in power. But the turnout was very low and Labour lost many votes
having only won by a hair’s breadth. Moreover the margin of votes for Labour and
Conservative was the smallest in British history and it proved the aversion to the two largest
parties. The policies of immigration, health and Europe were distinguished but the most of
domestic policies were converged into the neoliberal politics between Labour and
Conservative. Hence the motive for policy voting was weak in the election. The two largest
parties were not distinguished on the issue of the Iraqi war and therefore the British voters that
became more anti-war either chose the Liberal Democrats or abstained from voting. In
conclusion, the British General Election of 2005 has resulted in the choice of the second worst
and the victory of the absentees as a consequence of the neoliberal convergence of both the

largest parties.

Key Words: the british general election of 2005, neoliberal convergence, victory of the

absentees, choice of the second worst



