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ARSTRACT § 1

The Rise of Modern Public Sphere and the Shift in Political
Powers: Based on The Independence

Myounghag Chang  seoy National University

The Independence, first published on April 7, 1896, sought to encourage political
participation of the masses in a time when the fate of Chosun Dynasty was at risk. The
Independence saw the limits of monarchy and found a solution in democracy. Thus it has
contributed to the active involvement of the populace in the last years of late Chosun Dynasty
politics and established “the Association of Independence.” Whereas The Independence used
written texts to rouse the populace into action, the Association of Independence employed
open debates to implement and communicate in numerous public proposals that appeared in
The Independence. This brought about a revolutionary change in the means of communication
from a vertical relationship of the ruler and the ruled to a democratic conversation among the
masses. The potential for democracy witnessed in The Independence and the Assembly of
Independence has been further materialized in the diverse activities of “the Assembly of 10

Thousand People” throughout the year 1898.

Keywords: The Independence, The Association of Independence, The Assembly of 10
Thousand People, modern public sphere, politics of public sphere, people, nation, democratic

potential, political power



