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ABSTRACT {1

The Sources of Constitutional Design Change in Korea:
Actors, Strategies, and Contexts

Sangmook Lee Korea Research Institute for Local Administration

The purpose of this study is to examine the cause of choices and changes of constitutional
design in Korea by analysing who, under what circumstances, and for what purpose, by using
what methods led the selection and change of the constifutioinal design. This study focuses on
three consecutive events associated with changes of the constitutional designs which are the
following the presidential system selected in the Constitutional Assembly in 1948, the
transtition into parliamentary system by the Second Republic in 1960, and the return to the
presidential system by the Third Republic in 1961. Based on case studies, this study intends to
explore the common source that characterize changes of Korea’s constitutional design and to
find political implications for arguments about constitutional design change which has been in
progress since. The findings suggest that the political goals and strategies of political actors
play a pivotal role in their choice of constitutional design. Government party leaders wanted to
achieve political power and maintain it by changing the constitutional design while opposition
party leaders, for their political survival, compromised with power elites created under the new
power structure. In addition, the change of the constitutional design took place under certain
contexts that include political instability, political events, such as the 4 - 19 student evolution
and the 5 - 16 military revolution, prematured political institutions, and the lack of

alternatives.

Keywords: Constitutional design change, Political strategies, Political events, Presiden-

tialism, Political contexts.





