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HBSTRACT Wi

A Comparative Analysis of Decentralization and
Inclusiveness in Korean Parties: Candidate Selection
Processes of the Grand National Party and the
Democratic Party in the 18th General Election

lung-ah Bil | Seoul National University
Hahyoung Lee | Seou National University

This study purposes to examine the degrees of decentralization and inclusiveness in Korean
parties. In particular, focusing on candidate selection processes of the Grand National Party
and the Democratic Party, this paper analyzes whether power over the process is distributed
among national, regional, and local levels, and whether the qualifications for participation in
the process are restrictive. The indexes for decentralization and inclusiveness base on the
centralization typology of Ranney and the inclusiveness classification of Rahat and Hazan. The
first two sections explores relevant rules or regulations and actual procedures in candidate
selection of both parties in the 18th general election. Furthermore, comparing with the 17th
election, these sections show changes and differences in each party s candidate selection
process. Finally, the comparative analysis on decentralization and inclusiveness of the two
parties in the 18th election summarizes the overall characteristics of candidate selection

process in Korean parties.

Keywords: general election, candidate selection, decentralization, inclusiveness



