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ABSTRACT

Survey Democracy?:
A Case Study of 2010 Regional Election in Korea

Byong-Kuen Jhee | Chosun University

This study aims to evaluate the survey-dependent candidate selection method (SDCSM)
which has been widely adopted by major political parties in Korea. More specifically,
it examines whether the SDCSM, in which selectorates are survey respondents, is
accordance with democracy and whether it functions as primary elections that effectively
reflects political preferences of constituents. Analyzing the panel survey dataset for the
2010 regional election culled by the East Asian Institute, it shows that there exist notable
attitudinal and behavioral differences in selecting representatives between voters and survey
respondents. It also shows that a majority of Korean voters did not make their electoral
decision until the last few weeks of the regional election and that almost a half of voters
changed their candidate preferences during the campaign period. Based on these findings, it
claims that the SDCSM does not help selecting competitive candidates, but causes critical

problems in democratizing the candidate selection method.

Keywords: candidate selection, selectorate, survey, voting, sampling, democracy,

regional election



