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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study of the Different Political Dynamics
between the April 19 Demonstration of South Korea in
1960 and Saffron Revolution of Burma in 2007

Gil-Hyun Yang | Jeju National University

Most anti-government demonstrations usually aim at accomplishing such targets as
the restructure of the government, the circulation of governing elites and the changes of
government policy. This paper intends to highlight several factors which might have caused
the April 19 democratization movement happened in South Korea in 1960 and the Saffron
Revolution occurred in Burma in 2007 into different results, beyond noticing above-
mentioned common goals that each of the two anti-government demonstrations would have
achieved.

Having compared the April 19 Demonstration and the Saffron Revolution, the paper
focuses on the differences observed in the structural make-up of political society and
the authoritarian government’s relatively unique foundation in the domestic and foreign
political relations. The paper suggests the significance of the three structural factors — the
vitality of political society, the level of politicization of the military corps, the patron-client
relationship between the state and the foreign power — in explaining the different results
of the two anti-government demonstration, respectively. In particular, the paper pursues
for widening the frontier of comparative study that deals with the relations between
political society (political change) and civil society (anti-government demonstration) by
comparatively analyzing the differences between the Seungman Lee government and the

Than Shwe government.

Keywords: anti-government demonstration, April 19 Demonstration, Seungman Lee
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government, Saffron Revolution, Than Shwe government, political society, politicization of
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