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ABSTRACT

Institution, Political Context, and the Korean Speakership

Meen Geon Kim | Kyunghee Universty

How the Speakership is changed over time in the Korean National Assembly? What
impacts do the political context and the National Assembly Act that assigned duties and
roles of the Speaker have on her leadership? This paper shows that the first NAA of 1948
postulated impartial and strong speakership model while the 1963 Act, amended in the
beginning of the third Republics, introduced a partisan and weak speakership model.
The 1988 Act, amended after the Democratization, introduced a impartial and weak
speakership model. Further, this paper shows that the Speaker’s leadership style is under
cross influences of the political context and the models of the speakership postulated in the
NAA:s. For example, the Speaker Ki-boong Lee showed the partisan and weak leadership
under the circumstance of the powerful President and the emergence of the ruling party
with the super majority of seats in the National Assembly, although the impartial and
strong speakership model was maintained in the NAA. Also, after the democratization, the
Speakers tended to show impartial leadership when the seats were fairly distributed among
parties, but they were inclined to show partisan leadership as their parties got more and

more seats in the National Assembly.

Keywords: National Assembly Act, the Speaker, leadership style, political context



