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ABSTRACT

A Study of Y1 Seong Gye’s Leadership Moment during
the Wehwado-hoegun in 1388

Hyunmo Park | The Academy of Korean Studies

The Purpose of this article is to explore Yi Seong Gye's leadership in the Wehwado-
hoegun (troop withdrawal), 1388. The dissenter who opposed Yi Seong Gye's troop
withdrawal said “Yi missed the chance that Koryo could recapture Goguryo’s old territory.”
Yi, however, was the judge of that if troops advanced on Ming dynasty’s territory across
the Yalu river, Koryo would defeat and ended in ‘Another Hansagun’s rule’. So he turned
his troops and went back Gaegyung (Goryo’s capital) at Wehwado island. He won through
obstructions on the road for about four years (1388. 6-1392. 7). At last, he founded the

Chosun Dynasty and ascend the throne. History sometimes demands leader’s sober decision.

Keywords: Yi Seong Gye, Wehwado-hoegun (troop withdrawal), leadership moment,
turning point leadership, go point leadership



