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ABSTRACT

Syngman Rhee’s Strategy of National Survival by U.S.
Diplomacy (1875-1953)

Chul Soon Lee | Pusan National University

This paper examines Syngman Rhee’s strategy of national survival by U.S. diplomacy
from 1875 to 1953. Even though his U.S. diplomacy could not show visible outcome during
the Japanese colonial period, he succeeded in establishing the Republic of Korea under the
unfavorable conditions and securing a U.S. guarantee of Korea’s national security in writing
by singing the R.0.K.-U.S. Mutual Defense Treaty with the U.S. in 1953. Accordingly,
his strategy was successful. The method he used in conducting his US diplomacy was to
persistently point out the betrayal of U.S. failure to live up to the Treaty of Amity and
Commerce of 1882, which stipulated the duty to exert “good offices” to help the other in

need.

Keywords: Syngman Rhee, the United States, US diplomacy, strategy of national

survival, good offices



